
        It seems unreal almost a year has
passed since the school shut down
and the world went into lockdown. 
 Though we may have gotten used to
it, there are still many unanswered
questions about the virus and the new
strains popping up all over the globe. I
had the opportunity to interview two
infectious disease speacialists, who
also happen to be Center School
parents. They helped answer some of
these questions about the virus, the
new strains, and the vaccine.
      Dr. Michael Lief (father to Allegra,
8th grade and Dahlia, 5th) says that
the new strains of the virus in Europe,
South Africa, and other countries, are
not too much more dangerous, but
definitely a lot more contagious than
COVID-19. They are also one of the
reasons the Center for Disease
Control and Prevention is asking us to
double up on masks. “The virus
strains that you hear about, like the
London strain, may not have a way
higher fatality rate, but they are a lot
easier to spread,” he said. "This is
another very important reason that
we should do our best to protect
ourselves from this virus. "
 

    As everyone knows, a Covid-19
vaccine has been developed, although 
 the vaccines being distributes are
only approved for ages 16+ and there
have been extreme delays in
production and distribution.
     Dr. Melissa Weiner (Mom to Adam,
8th grade, and Noah, 6th) said that
both Moderna and Pfizer are working
on a vaccine for children 12-15 that are
both in the testing stages. “Once kids
get the vaccine, the whole process will
go a lot faster,” she said. “Schools will
reopen full time, and it will just speed
up the process a lot.” When asked why
kids should get the vaccine, she stated,
“Though kids aren’t affected a lot,
there are still some cases where a
child got really sick. Getting kids the
vaccine too is a quick way to stop
that.”
    But just how effective is the
vaccine? Dr. Lief was actually amazed
by its effectiveness. “They have around
95% effectiveness. Even the flu shot
doesn’t come close to that.” Dr.
Weiner was also pretty amazed.
“Though these vaccines were given a
fast-track approval, because we are in
a state of emergency, they are
incredibly effective and work very
well.” Dr. Lief and Dr. Weiner 

 

         After almost three years working as the head of New York
City’s schools (also known as the Department of Education, or
DOE), Chancellor Richard Carranza is preparing to step down
from the top post after enduring a difficult time period for the
district amidst the COVID-19 pandemic. Carranza will leave the
role on March 15th, when Meisha Porter will take over the
position of chancellor. She will be the first African American
woman to serve in this position.
        Carranza said that there's never a perfect time to leave the
district, but he feels that his replacement will do well leading
the schools through the rest of the school year. Over his career
he spoke with Mayor Bill de Blasio about a multitude of things
relating to segregation in schools, especially in the gifted and
talented program. Carranza is said to have had a heated
argument with Mayor de Blasio, on how to desegregate schools,
which inevitably led to his resignation although the mayor
denies any argument between them.
      Living in a pandemic has been hard for all of us, and people
tend not to take the fact that their coworkers and peers have
had almost the same experiences. 

Carranza presented this information as “his personal reason”
for resigning. 
      Despite his best efforts to be a good chancellor, many of his
plans and attempts at reaching an ultimate goal of completely
integrated schools and several other issues relating to the
SHSAT and school integration, he was quite unsuccessful in his
time appointed as chancellor. Unlike Carranza, Meisha Porter is
a New York City native. She has served as Bronx
Superintendent for the past three years and has been an NYC
educator for over twenty. Porter intends to continue the fight
for school integration and wants to reopen high schools for
hybrid learning.
      Many people have mixed feelings about his departure from
the DOE, but all we can really do is hope for a better future
with Meisha Porter, NYC’s new chancellor.
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Infectious Disease Specialists and Center
School Parents give a COVID-19 Update

   recommend taking the vaccine as
soon as you are eligible in order to
accomplish herd immunity. 
    Both Dr. Lief and Dr. Weiner both
say that wearing masks and social
distancing are still incredibly
important, even though we are slowly
working towards herd immunity. They
also, as stated before, recommend
double masking because of the new
strains. “The newer strain is more
contagious, so you need to wear two
masks to prevent it better,” Dr. Weiner
stated.
    Even though the Covid-19 epidemic
is on its way to an end, we still need to
be diligent and safe. Continue to do
your best to protect yourself and your
community, and get the vaccine to
help end this pandemic.

By: Daniel Shamir

"double masking" a cloth mask and an N-
95 mask helps protect against new strains

By: Mia Mkrtchyan and Daniel Shamir

Unfortunately, Chancellor
Carranza lost 11 relatives

and friends over the
course of the pandemic.

Governor Cuomo Faces
Numerous Sexual Harassment

Allegations

M A R C H  I S S U E  2 0 2 1

By: Allegra Lief
      For much of 2020 and even 2021, Andrew Cuomo appeared to
be gaining in popularity.  His daily news broadcasts when New
York was in the midst of the first outbreak made many start to
pay attention to this 3rd term Governor, and some even
pondered if he would be a good fit for the presidential ticket. 
   But Cuomo’s reputation has come crashing down with
incoming allegations of sexual harassment and assault from
former aids including Linsay Boylan, Charlotte Bennett, and
Anna Ruch who recount uncomfortable experiences with Mr.
Cuomo. A photo is even captured where Mr. Cuomo grabs the
face of Ruch.
      In response to the allegations, Andrew Cuomo has
completely denied Ms. Boylan’s accusations, while noting that
might have said certain things that could have been
misinterpreted as making an advance or flirtation in response to
Ms. Bennett.

of harassment should immediately
deny the allegations or resign, and he
has been quick to change his story in
the last week. He first said that he
never made unwanted advances, then
said that some of his behavior might
be misinterpreted as a flirtation.
However, Mr. Cuomo shows no
inclination or want to give up his seat
as Governor, 

       There is a court date set against
Mr. Cuomo, who first appointed a
friend as a judge. Many saw this is
unfair and due to the backlash, he
asked an impartial judge to preside
over the case. 
     An important question is brought
up: should Cuomo resign? Mr. Cuomo
himself once said that Assembly
members accused 

WandaVision Review
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Eliminating Groupwork During
Remote School

20 Questions with Mr. Verdejo Beloved UWS Small
Businesses that Shut Down

CS Debate Team: Cities
are Around the CornerHave you seen the new

miniseries  on Disney+,
WandaVision? It is the perfect
show for  Marvel fanatics. Take
a look at our reporter's takes on
the hit TV show. pg. 7

It's almost the end of the trimester
and groupwork is piling up. Is the
whole Center School inter-grade
project really a feasible model during
remote school? pg. 3

"Have you always lived in NYC?",
"Favorite food?", "What was your
part-time job in college?" Get to
know Mr. Verdejo through 20
questions about his life and being a
teacher. pg. 3

So many beloved small businesses on
the Upper West Side have closed
during the pandemic. Take a look at
some of the stores we will miss
most. pg. 2

The Center School Debate
Team has the City

Championships coming up.
take a look at what makes the

team so unique. pg. 4

even with many critics urging him to
do so. Mr. Cuomo is up for re-election
next year so one possibility is for him
to finish his term and simply not run
again.  For now, we have to wait for
the full picture to further unfold and
the investigation to continue.



Letter from the Editor... Back to Hybrid...but is it Safe?
By: Maya Stone

       New York City Public
Schools, after a few months of
fully remote learning, have
decided to give  middle school
students the opportunity to
attend in person learning two
days a week. The decision was
not made lightly because of its
effect on the lives of students,
teachers and parents. The DOE,
along with individual schools,
must make decisions keeping in
mind NYC students and teachers’
safety, as well as what is best
socially and mentally for
everyone. 
    One of the most important
perspectives that needs to be
considered when making a
decision concerning school is
the student.  The decision
whether or not New York City
schools reopen is very
complicated because each
decision affects every public
middle school in the city. After
talking with several students, all
who attend the Center School,
they agreed that in-person,
hybrid learning is what is best
for them. One student who
wishes to remain unnamed says, 

 
     

I think many empathize and
relate with this idea. 

    She feels the school is taking
necessary precautions to keep
students and teachers safe. For
example: windows opened at all
times, teachers are all
vaccinated, and double masks
are to be worn at all times, aside
from when people are eating.
       Ms. Tacey has gotten both
doses of the vaccine. She “feels
very safe in a room with only
twelve kids and everyone spaced
apart.” When asked about her
opinion on the need to come
back to school, she says, “It will
not be the same but it is better
than nothing or being home
alone. They will also go to the
park and socialize.” Many media
sources such as ChalkBeat agree
but emphasize that in order to
keep children safe there needs to
be routine testing and contact
tracing along with consistency
and communication.
   Returning back to hybrid
school for the second time is
exciting. Teachers, students and
many media outlets feel that it is
time to return to school and that
necessary processions are being
taken. Still, we need to stay
vigilant since we are still living
through a rampant pandemic.

    It is hard for many to stare at a
Zoom box for hours of the day. 
 The two days in person school
model should provide an outlet
for in-person social interaction
and motivation to just get out of
bed.
   However,   there is also
another side that needs to be
considered when trying to bring
students back to school: safety.
Students said that while they feel
safe enough to attend school,
they wish that they could be
getting vaccinated along with
teachers. While right now
vaccines aren’t available for kids,
getting teachers vaccinated is a
step in the right direction. Even
though teachers feel safer
coming into the building, they
need to follow and enforce strict
Covid-safe behavior for the sake
of the students.
    Another point of view when
considering if we should return
to school is teachers and their
opinions. To be able to more
clearly understand the return to
in-person learning from a
teacher's point of view, Ms.
Tacey was interviewed. 
      Ms. Tacey is very enthusiastic
about the return to school. 

Mr. Puente in Room 300 double-masked and ready! Photo by Josie Levin

3.   The Cottage
  The Cottage is a Chinese food
restaurant,  and while it might not be
the most popular place, the one thing
it did have over the other restaurants
was speed. The food would arrive
around five minutes after you
ordered.  One time my mom ordered 
 and then went into the shower
expecting to be in and out before the
food came, but right as she was about
to shower the doorbell rang and the
food was here. The cottage was
located on 77th street across from PS
87
   Overall, these stores and many
more will be sorely missed on the
UWS. Hopefully some new great
stores will open up soon!

Beloved UWS Small Businesses  that have 
 Closed During the Pandemic 

   Flying Tiger1.
       Flying Tiger was one of the
most popular stores with Center
School students, and it
announced it would be closing
all stores in the US due to
struggles with the pandemic.
Located just a few blocks from
school, you often saw one or two
Center School kids venture
inside during lunch.

By: James Byrd

     The coronavirus pandemic
was the downfall for many small
and large businesses all over the
country.  Recently we have seen
some of the most beloved stores
on the Upper West Side close
their doors once and for all. Here
are some of the stores the Upper
West Side will miss most. 

      People often popped in just
to take a look around, to pick up
notebooks, art supplies and so
much more. It had everything
you didn't know you needed
until you saw them patiently
waiting on the shelves. The store
was also so fun and cheery, there
were pops of color everywhere,
and the staff members were
always friendly. 

2.   Michael’s
    Michaels is another staple is the
UWS that has sadly closed during
this pandemic. The store had
everything, all sorts of crafting
supplies, from cake decorating to
home decor and so much more. It
was perfect to find stuff for project,
or DIY arts and crafts.  The appeal of
the store is that it simply had
everything. It was a place where you
could imagine all sorts of ideas. You
could get lost looking at the
different patterns of paper or shades
of glitter. Michael’s had been located
at 99th street in the shopping
complex (Along with T.J Maxx, Home
Goods and Whole Foods) for over 10
years.  Michael's and Flying Tiger UWS locations shortly before they closed
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“When I am at home
there are so many

distractions and I often
feel isolated. I hope

that when I get back to
school, even if it is only
for two days a week, I
will be able to fall into

a routine again."

         One year... I don't really know
what to say. It's been looming over my
head for a while, what does this mean,
that's it been a year since the start of
COVID? Part of me thinks, "Well,
nothing: Just because it's been a year
doesn't mean the pandemic will
suddenly end or things will go back to
normal." But the other side thinks,
"Well, it may not mean anything, but
one year since the beginning of
quarantine leaves a time to reflect."
        The Center School, all in all, has
managed pretty well. But let’s admit
it: his past year has been a mess for
the New York City school system,
which is why I think it is time to have
a new and hopefully more effective
chancellor. 
       As most of you have heard by
now, Chancellor Carranza, who was
Mayor Bill de Blasio’s handpicked
choice to be the savior of our school
system, resigned as  chancellor after
failing to achieve most of his goals.
From the beginning, Carranza was
criticized for his plans to bring
greater racial diversity to the city’s
most competitive high-schools--both
from students and parents who
thought he was doing too little and
from students and parents who
thought he was acting too rashly.
Teachers didn’t seem to like him
much either. 
    But even more widely criticized
than his diversity efforts was his
mismanagement of the Covid crisis.
Even though it was obvious in March
2020 that it would take advance
planning to make sure we opened
fully in the fall, he seemed not to act.
Sure enough, the school year started
off late, with lots of days in
September squandered. Then there
was very little guidance on how to
make in-person instruction work.
From thinking there would be no in-
person school, to the idea of school in
tents, and then closing school again in
November, it was madness. The entire
high school testing and admissions
process was also one of the most
disastrous and chaotic things I have
ever experienced. Now, as there is
finally an end in sight to COVID, it's
time the New York school system gets
to work to have a better school year
in the fall.
     We now have a new chancellor
named Meisha Porter. She has been a
teacher, a principal, and a
superintendent, and hopefully knows
the school system inside and out. She
is also the first Black woman to serve
as chancellor, which is a historic
achievement. But the pressure is on
her.
      

By: Liza Greenberg       Porter needs to prioritize getting
high schoolers back to in-person
learning. That should be the number
one priority. The weather is getting
warmer and having school outside
can easily be a viable option. The city
should provide incentives for
teachers to get vaccinated and those
who refuse should continue remote
learning with the kids who don’t
want to go in-person. The city
should also be thinking about the
Regents exam and make a detailed
plan of when and how they will be
administered. 
    Over the spring and summer,
schools, and the city need to make
detailed plans and protocols to
ensure all schools can return for 5
days a week in person learning. By
the fall all teachers should be
vaccinated, and all kids above 16. It is
also likely most kids younger than 16
should be able to be safely
vaccinated by then. 
        After a clear plan is devised to
return to in-person learning, Porter
must focus on integration in our
schools. While that will probably
include removing screens and the
SHSAT for high school, it also needs
to include preventing red-lining,
abolishing gifted and talented and
creating more test-prep and summer
programs for free lunch students of
color.
        One thing that has frustrated me
over the mayoral election in the past
few weeks is focusing so much on
the SHSAT and so little on reopening
schools. The irony is, the failure to
achieve complete in-person learning
citywide hurts lower-income kids
and students of color the most. A lot
of wealthier families have already
pulled their kids out of the public
school system and are attending
private schools--which, by the way,
have proved that you can actually do
in-person schooling safely. 
       While the SHSAT is an important
issue, it only addresses a fraction of
the kids in eighth grade, whereas
reopening schools affects every
single public school student in the
city. Not to mention by the time the
general election for the mayoral race
is over, it will be November and the
SHSAT will either be in a week or set
in stone. The mayoral candidates
have at least 6 months if not 18
months until they need to address
the SHSAT, whereas returning to in-
person school is an issue right now.
      Overall, I have a lot of hopes for
the DOE and Meisha Porter, but I
think if I could sum it all up I would
just say: let’s get back to normal.



      When asked about his thought
for an ideal show, Mr. Veve talked
about how every student should
showcase their individual/unique
talents. He then said “Mr. Holst
and I can take those other kids
that are maybe not like quote-
unquote conventional actors, and
create skits and things,
meaningful things for those kids
to do.” Another pro towards
keeping the 8th-grade show is
that it is familiar to the teachers
creating this event. 
     When asked if this 8th grade
show will be modeled off of the
upcoming TACS show, Ms.
Chambers stated: “It will probably
be pretty similar, using something
like BlueJeans, which is basically
Zoom but better for having big
audiences.”
     On the other hand, the cons
are endless towards having a
virtual musical as our 8th-grade
show. First, so many students will
not have a valuable role. Before
the pandemic, most students who
couldn’t act/sing very well would
stand in the background as an
extra. Mr. Veve explained that
“the 8th-grade show ends up 
     

What group projects looked like during in-person school

. 

8th Grade Show: Should We Bother with a Musical?

          The Center School is going
to have an 8th-grade show, just
not a traditional one. Before
Covid, the 8th-grade show was a
musical. It consisted of shows like
Beauty and The Beast and The
Wizard of Oz.
       Yet last year, due to the
pandemic, the Center School had
to improvise. Through the app
Bluejeans, teachers and students
created a variety of skits, and
presented them virtually. After
speaking to teachers Mr. Veve
and Ms. Chambers, I came to the
realization that the 8th-grade
show should be just like last
year's.
       There are so many pros to
keeping the 8th-grade show like
last year's. First off, every student
will have a meaningful role. Our
teachers and students have little
to no experience running a virtual
musical. Yet if we combine the
experience from last year's 8th-
grade show and this year's
upcoming TACS show, we will be
left with a stress free, fun and
easy event to coordinate. 

being kinda kids who are singers
and dancers getting prominent
performing roles and then other
kids becoming extras.” The first
problem is that it is uneventful for
the students in this role. The
second problem is that there are
no extras with a virtual musical.
There will be a huge shortage of
acting roles, which would
eliminate some of the fun of this
event.
   Also, on Zoom the music and
lines will be uncoordinated. With
every student working from
home, it is nearly impossible to
have fluidity between the
different characters’ scripts. This
would lead to an awkward show.
 After lots of thinking, and two
interviews, I have come to the 
 conclusion that our 8th-grade
show should be like last year. If
we stick to this plan, every
student will have a role in the
show. Teachers will also be
familiar with the technology and
preparation needed to create this
show. If we put these pros into
play, a familiar 8th-grade show
dramatically outweighs a virtual
musical.

By: Lucas Benjamin

A skit from the virtual eighth grade show in 2020

Eliminating Groupwork During
Remote School 

By: Caleb Garutti

up doing the bulk of the work and
being very stressed out, which is not
fair. 
     There are also several alternatives
to these group projects. For example,
individual projects are so much
easier and less stressful to complete.
Or even, if teachers want to continue
with groups, they could make groups
of the same grade, so at least kids
know each other and are more
willing to communicate. While some
might argue group projects teach
valuable skills and bring us together,
I think it’s time that the teachers
abandon this model of group work
because of the stress and misery it
causes our students. 
  

    The end of the trimester is
approaching fast, which brings a
both loved and hated part of
school: the inter-grade group
project. Group projects used to
be a big part of the Center
School, and now during COVID-
19 many teachers have continued
the group projects and tried to
modify them over Zoom, despite
how challenging group projects
are remotely.  The question is:
during remote school, should
group projects stay or go?
       Group projects in school
were fun and you would have
time to collaborate with fellow

students. You would sit down as a
group at your table, be able to
draw pictures and titles, and work
on mounting and color schemes.
The teachers would help you
when you needed help and
although the project could be
stressful, it would have fun and
creative elements too. The
projects would benefit students'’
academic performance,
communication skills, and
confidence. They were also a way
to teach fifth graders important
skills, and for eighth graders to be
leaders. I’ve found in my own
group project work that students 

often come up with better ideas
and different techniques to solve
problems when together in
school. 
     But in online school when we
work on group projects, we need
to go into breakout rooms. It is
much harder to communicate
over Zoom, especially when your
group members in the breakout
room have their video off and are
not participating in the group.
These things don’t happen when
we’re all together in person. It is
often the case that the breakout
room is silent, group members
don’t share their ideas and the 

   
project ends up worse. 
    There is no longer the fun of
putting together a poster board;
instead it is mostly a miserable
experience. Not to mention kids are
struggling with depression and
mental health issues and one of the
last things we need is more stress. 
   The group projects put an
enormous amount of stress on eighth
graders in particular. They have to
“lead” a group of kids who don’t
participate and make it very hard to
communicate with, especially
because teachers give so little class
time to actually complete the project.
Because of this, eighth graders end 
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20 Questions with Mr. Verdejo

1. When did you first start
teaching?
I first started teaching after I
graduated college in 2012. I
moved to Chile and taught high
school there too because I
wanted to know what it was
like and to learn Spanish. In
2014 I started teaching in
Center School.
2. If you weren't a teacher
what would you be doing?
I would probably be a therapist
for kids to help them figure out
their social and emotional 
 problems.

I worked at my mom's restaurant
as a cook/delivery man/
cashier/ waiter!
 9. Have you ever taught at any
other school than the Center
School? 
Yes, in Chile. I taught English at a
high school.
 10. What is your favorite color?
 Green!
 12. What is your hobby?
 I always have new hobbies. Right
now, my favorite hobbies are
chess and bird watching! 
 13. What grades do you teach? 
 Mostly 5th graders, but I also
teach 6th, 7th and 8th.
 
 

Questions by: Bella Glean
3. What is your favorite subject to
teach?
It depends on the year. I guess I like 
 to teach  Social Studies  because I
find history very interesting and I like
learning because it tells you about
what is happening in the present. 
4. have you always lived in New
York? 
I have always lived in New York
except for that one year I lived in
Chile. And I went to school in
Connecticut. 
5. Have you always had glasses?

 

I got glasses in sixth grade and at
first I thought I would look really bad
and people would call me a nerd and
four eyes but it was fine. 
6. Do you like cold weather or hot
weather?
 I like sunny days. The sun makes me
feel happier.
 7. How long have you been a
teacher?
 Since 2012.
8. What was your part-time job in
college?
 

14. How would you describe the
students in the Center School?
 They are quirky, artistic, brave,
kind, and intelligent for the most
part. 
15. What do you think are the
school’s greatest strengths? 
 Having a strong community.
Everyone looks out for each other
and helps each other out in times
of need.
 16. What do you think about
bullying in school? 
 I think bullying is terrible. I got
bullied on the bus in first grade
and it was awful. I think it
happens mostly online nowadays.
 

If anyone is getting bullied,
please let me know.
17. When is your birthday? 
 September 14th
 18. Do you like dogs or cats
better? 
 I'm a huge cat person. I think
dogs are all kinda the same...and
cats have unique personalities!
Some are affectionate and others
are violent, but they are all
individuals.
 19. What is one of your fears?
 I don't like to see injuries or
blood. 
 20. What is your favorite food?
 Pizza! I ate it every day in
middle school.



As Anya Eder, the team member
who got 1st in intermediate, put it, 

    The “organized discussion,” as
coach Adrian Stratton (father to
Bernard, 8th) described debate, is
more time consuming than it seems
and requires a lot of focus and
effort. As Jonah Bonin, a 7th grade
debater said, 

      The debate team isn’t as well
known among the Center
Schoolers as some other
activities are, but it has grown
substantially in both members
and victories in the past school
year. Every month, the team
participates in a city wide debate
run by the New York City Urban
Debate League (NYCUDL). It has
a fairly simple structure. A team,
made up of 3 people,  and each
tournament debates 3 topics
against different teams from
other schools. There are three
divisions: novice, intermediate,
and open parliamentary. Each
division debates the same topics
but at different skill levels. 
       At this point in time, the
regular tournaments have come
to an end, and debaters now
prepare for the City and State
Championships ("Cities" and
"States" respectively). Debaters
earn speaker points and team
points in every debate, if you
have enough of both, you can
qualify for the city and state
championships. Our team has a
great record, with teams placing
4th and 2nd overall in two
different recent tournaments.
Liza Greenberg, an eighth grader,
has even won 1st place in the
state championships two years in
a row. 
      Debate in itself requires both
of time and preparation.  
      
       

Cities around the Corner... and The CS Debate
Team is Ready!

      March 14 is  International Pi
day, a time when math lovers come
together just to celebrate Pi. The
date 3.14 happens to be the first
three digits of Pi, which is the ratio
of the circumference of any circle
to the diameter of that circle. 
     In honor of pi day, I interviewed
some of the math teachers to see
what they love about math. Mr.
Holst and Ms. Hand were the two
teachers I interviewed. 

By: Justice Repucci

Yay for Pi Day!
By: Addy Fineman

      They both talked about how
they never thought they would
become a math teacher in the
beginning, but now they love it.
Mr. Holst said, “One thing I really
like about 5th grade math is the
fact that it is so straightforward
and structured.”  Ms. Hand said, “I
love that math brings order to the
natural world. Once you start  

noticing, math is everywhere.” 
    Mr. Holst teaches 5th grade math
and Ms. Hand teaches 7th grade
math, but used to teach 5th grade
math. They both love teaching all
subjects, especially math, but most of
all helping and connecting with their
students. I am sure they will be
celebrating Pi day as will everyone at
Center School who loves math!

The CS debate team hard at work back during in-person tournaments

“Debate is a lot of
hard work but is very

rewarding. It is so
useful both in school
and out of school and

I will use it later in
life.” 

“Debate is a place where we learn
public speaking and how to form an
argument. It's a place where we
learn lots of different topics and we
make friends throughout the team.” 
    If you were wondering how
invested you have to be to be on
the team, Coach Stratton summed
it up perfectly: “Debate is like any
other sport, the more the student
puts into it, the better the results
will be.” This goes for any
competition but I can not express
how much this relates to debate.
From my own experiences,
whenever I put more time and
effort into writing my speeches, I
always do better! If you are
interested in joining the debate
team you can email
ms243debate@gmail.com 

The Biden-Harris Administration
is Moving Steadily Forward

Biden and Harris have also prohibited
the prejudice against someone based
on their sexual orientation or which
gender they identify with. Many
LGBTQ+ champion groups have
approved of Biden’s actions to undo
the Trump administration's laws
against the LGBTQ+ community. 
      Biden has also secured rights for
immigrants. He has revoked Former
President Trump’s halt of green cards
that has been in place for the last 4
years. This meant that for the last
four years,  permits allowing a foreign
national to live and work permanently
in the US were banned. President
Biden has taken steps to process
claims of asylum seekers waiting in
squalid camps at the Mexico border
and will provide an eight-year route
to citizenship for almost all of the 11
million undocumented immigrants
that are currently living in America. 
President Biden and Vice President
Harris are on the path to reinstate the
unity of the United States and restore
the equality that Former President
Trump took away. They will and are
steadily moving forward.

By: Dahlia Lief
  In President Joe Biden’s
inauguration speech, he pledged to
restore the soul of America and to
serve as faithful president for both
those who did support his
campaign and those who didn’t.
The Biden-Harris administration
has already accomplished a great
deal in the beginning of their term;
they have reinstated many rights
and protections President Trump
had taken away. 

       President Biden recently met
with labor leaders at the White
House to talk over the Biden Harris
plan for pandemic relief. His
administration vowed to give nearly
$200 million in federal funding to
increase work and to watch and
identify different COVID-19 forms as
they crop up. 
    President Biden and Vice
President Kamala Harris are also
proposing a $1.9 trillion stimulus

Liza Greenberg (8th) and former student Jackson Moore after
awards ceremony in 2017

package as they recognize that the
people of this country are turning
to them in this time of crisis. “I
believe the American people are
looking right now to their
government for help to do our job,
to not let them down,” President
Biden remarks. “So I’m going to act,
and I’m going to act fast.” 
     A recent report revealed that
only 49,000 jobs have been added
to our economy in January.
President Biden mentioned this as a
sign that we need to begin
repairing our economy, which was
severely affected by the
coronavirus. Our labor market is
still 10 million jobs below what it
was pre-pandemic, and
innumerable people have been out
of work during the crisis. 

“If I have to choose between getting
help right now to Americans who are
hurting so badly and getting bogged
down in a lengthy negotiation or
compromising on a bill that’s up to
the crisis, that’s an easy choice. I’m
going to help the American people
who are hurting now,” President
Biden says. “Our economy cannot
fully recover unless women can
participate fully,” Vice President
Harris said in a video meeting with
several female advocacy
organizations. To increase jobs in
our economy, the Biden Harris team
have been creating 10 million green
energy jobs which will help us battle
the rapid pace of climate change and
restore the jobs lost to the
pandemic. 
     The Biden Harris team is working
on achieving equality for the
LGBTQ+ community. They reversed
a move by Trump’s administration,
which ruled that a transgender
person cannot enlist in the army
services. President Biden has ended
this ban, which has been a big part
of the fight for rights of the LGBTQ+
community. 
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Returning to In-Person School
By: Sarana Shafter

instead of five because there is
more room to socially distance.     
     I believe we should go to
school for two days because it is
a lot safer and gives everyone the
chance to have at least some time
in person.  We would not have
enough space for all the kids who
are going to in person school now
to safely social distance for five
days.  Until the city is able to have
more kids go to in person school I
think the mayor should take big
places that have closed because
of the pandemic like airports,
movie theaters, and gymnasiums,
and make them areas for schools
to take place. 

 

       We all used to take school for
granted. But now, most of us
want to go back to school in
person. School is a great place to
be. We can be with friends and
learn. But should we be allowed
to go five days or only two?
       Going to school five days a
week would be like returning to
normal. If we go to school five
days a week we will learn a lot
more and have much more time
to socialize.  More time in school
also means less horrible time
staring at screens. But going to
school five days a week would
have disadvantages too. Very few
kids would be able to go to
school due to the lack of space, 

and more people would be at risk
of getting Covid. 
    Two days a week in person
school isn’t nearly as good as five
days a week. Going into school
for two days still leaves us
trapped on our screens most of
the time. But even though going
for two days of in person school
is not ideal, it is still much better
than fully remote learning.  If we
go to school for two days, there
will be room for a lot more kids
to go in person. Even though we
would not meet as many kids as
full in person school, we would
still meet more people than if we
were fully remote, and it is a lot
safer to do school  for two days



    This year, March Madness really is
mad. For those that do not know,
March Madness is a 68 team college
basketball tournament. The first
round is called the First Four, where
four teams play each other to get
into the tournament. Those teams
will split off into four regions of 16
teams each, where they are ranked 1-
16. We do not know who is playing
yet, but the teams competing will be
selected on March 18. The teams are
set up in brackets, which show who
is playing who. Usually, the
tournament takes place across the
country, but due to the pandemic,
the games will be held at different
stadiums in Indiana with a limited
capacity. 
     As of February 25, the games that
are being played are qualifiers for
March Madness. Currently, Gonzaga
is the top team, at 22-0. Next comes
Baylor, which has a record of 18-0.
Surprisingly, in the last tournament,
Virginia won, 
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March Madness: What's the
Deal?
By: Leif Rideout

 

 but now they are number 15 overall,
with a record of 15-5.  
     Last year, March Madness was not
played due to COVID-19. Luckily,
because of restrictions and policies
that were made, the tournament will
be played.  Marriott is going to house
most of the teams who will be
practicing at the Indiana Convention
Center. 
    Every year, fans across the
country fill out their own bracket
with the March Madness teams and
try to predict who wins all the
games. No one has ever had a perfect
bracket. The odds of having a perfect
bracket are 1 in 9.2 quintillion! It is
always fun to try. March Madness is
filled with upsets and buzzer beaters,
so, if you are making a bracket, do
not always pick the top team! For
example, in 2018, for the first time in
history, the number 16 team
University of Maryland, Baltimore
County defeated number 1 Virginia
74-54! What madness!

The Center School Goes Ice Skating
By: Jonah Bonin
    The all-school skating trip is one
of the very best parts about Center
School. Some modifications were
made this year, like going to
Laskar (an outdoor rink) rather
than Chelsea Piers where we
usually travel. The trip was also
split up by grade when usually the
whole school is on the rink
together.  The Center School ice
skating trip, held on February 11th,
was an incredible success. Many
Center School students came to
Lasker Rink to  meet old friends or
make new ones, many whom they
haven’t  seen since the last Center
School meet-up in November.
Students were able to socialize,
skate and have fun. 
      Ms. Hand said, “I think that the
fact that it happened was great,
and it was exciting to see people. I
think it was organized as well as
we could do it because there was a
bunch of stuff to deal with. I think
most people had a lot of fun, and
everyone, especially the teachers,
were happy that they were there,
and it has been hard to not 

5th grader Oren Gaffney says, “I
thought that it was a really good
idea to get fifth and sixth graders
together in person when most of
the school has been remote. It
was my first time meeting mostly
everyone in person. I had a lot of
fun.”  Although this ice skating
trip isn’t exactly what we’d expect
it to be, or what we would like it
to be, it seems as though it was a
great experience and one both
teachers and students needed. 

see people, so the ice skating trip
was a perfect place for us all to
come together and have a good
time.” Ms. Hand is right;
Everyone seemed to be having a
good time.  Even 5th graders got
to meet new students and
hopefully make new friends. It
seemed like some sort of reunion
with people that are just in Zoom
boxes. Students who were in
different cohorts were able to
reconnect as well.

Fifth Grade Remotely....
By: Rosemary Onwuka

     My experience at The Center
School as a fifth-grader has been
like a rebirth because I’m new
here, and it’s like I am awakening
myself into a new world. If I
could describe the school, I
would say that it is very friendly
and the teachers are very helpful.
When I say friendly and helpful, I
mean that they explain the steps
if you don’t understand them
which is what really helped me
when I didn’t understand what I
was doing. The teachers always 
 understand what you're
struggling with within your new,
more advanced work, and do
everything that they can to help
you.
        Speaking of struggles, in the
beginning, I had some troubles
and triumphs. 

 school, for example mixed grade
classes. Another difference about
this school and elementary school
is that the socialization is
different, especially since there is
COVID-19. It was definitely hard
for me to leave all my friends
behind and come to The Center
School. I think what makes it even
harder is that they are all still
together, and I'm the only one
who is gone. It's not like we all
just split up and went our own
ways.  
      In conclusion, even though I
had a few bumps on the road, I
got past them and got more
comfortable. This is a very kind
and humble school that is similar
to elementary school. And I
would also recommend The
Center School to any fourth
graders that are interested in it
after what they read about it.

I thought that I was the only one
who just didn’t understand
anything that the teacher was
saying since I was new to all of it. 
 However, when I was in one of my
classes and people started to get
the answers wrong, I realized that
it was fine because I’m not the only
one new to all of it and that it was
just in my head.  
   At first it was difficult being
online and I didn't really know
anyone.  I wasn’t really making any
friends, but I was in a group chat
with all of the fifth graders, and
that just enforced that feeling of
the school being nice and friendly.
I didn’t think of anyone being mean
when I wanted to make friends, so
I started communicating with
people more in group chats and
made some friends.
     This school has some
differences from elementary 

Kamala Harris on Vogue Sparks
Nationwide  Controversy

By: Josie Levin

 You can definitely tell the difference
between her normal skin tone and
hers in the picture. 
       One other complaint was that
she looked “too casual”. She sported
her signature pantsuit but she was
wearing sneakers. The picture was
shot at a normal angle, as if it was
just anyone taking the picture. The
background was out of character as
well. It was a green fabric with a pink
stripe down the middle and the
colors did not match. Vogue has had
a long history of doing issues on
Presidents and Vice Presidents, and
on their covers there was always a
sense of professionalism.  
     Vogue released a new picture
addressing all the problems the
public pointed out and the issue has
seemingly resolved. 

The original cover (left) and the revised cover (right)

    One month ago, when Vogue
came out with its latest issue,
Kamala Harris was the main
attraction. The article contained
interviews and stories from her
childhood. But the controversy was
due to the picture on the cover. It
lacked What is known as the “Vogue
spark.” Vogue is known for its
glamorous shots and iconic poses.
On the other hand, the picture of
the vice president was casual. The
outfit and lighting was nothing like
the regular Vogue treatment. They
eventually launched an official
apology and changed the online
cover, but the original magazine has
not changed. The White House
declined to comment.
    One of the biggest complaints was
that her skin looks white-washed. 

The Ways of the Dalai Lama
By: Grace Spence Dopamine is the chemical in

our brain that helps us think,
plan, enjoy things, and find
them interesting. It is very
important in our brains. Mr.
Halper explains, “Increasing
evidence says that drug addicts
get their high from an
increased dopamine so if we
can teach to meditate instead
of take drugs, that would be
really a fantastic benefit for
their health and for society.” It’s
amazing that these two things,
one so natural and one so
unnatural, can have the same
effect on the brain. Besides just
helping drug users with
addiction, meditation can also
help with depression, anxiety,
and many other things.
  Meeting the Dalai Lama at
NYU, James Halper also said he
learned from meditation that
he's “such an important figure,
and he’s the most humble
person in the world.” So, if like
most people, you have
problems, try meditation and
maybe it might help you cope.

      As people, we all have things
we have to cope with. For some it’s
stress or anxiety, for others it
might be depression or even
addiction. We struggle all day
trying to get all of our work done
on time and keeping our head up
while it feels like everything
around us is falling apart.
Something that helps lots of
people with their problems is
learning the science behind why
they feel the way they do and
learning about some ways they
can cope with their problems.
Doctor and scientist James Halper
and a group of other western
scientists had the chance to have a
“mutual exchange of ideas” with
the Dalai Lama. (The Dalai Lama is
a Tibetan spiritual leader, known
mostly for his knowledge in the
field of meditation.) The Dalai
Lama taught Halper and the other
scientists about the spiritual
aspects of meditation, and they
taught him about the science of
meditation.

     You might be wondering why
scientists would want to learn
about meditation. Mr. Halper says,
“There's a lot of evidence that
Tibetan meditation can affect the
brain and the body. For instance,
it’s been shown that Tibetan
monks when they meditate, can
stay in the freezing cold with wet
sheets on them, and their body
temperature stays the same. Also,
that meditation leads to very good
brain waves.” Mr. Halper means
that there is evidence of many
positive physical and
psychological effects from
meditation, and that’s why he and
other western scientists are
interested in it.
        There is something in Tibetan
meditation that is called bliss.
Bliss is the highest stage of
meditation, and it is when your
mind is clear and peaceful. Mr.
Halper says, “Bliss is usually
associated with a brain chemical
called dopamine. This results from
an increased amount of dopamine,
and we can test this using
something called a PET scan.”



4. Ray McGuire
Raymond McGuire was a former
vice chairman at Citigroup who
was recruited by the business
community to gain a voice they
believed they have lost since the
Bloomberg administration. He has
a campaign based on his financial
background helping him to help
the economy bounce back from
the pandemic. But his
connections to Wall Street may
draw some suspicion from many
progressives. 
5. Maya Wiley
Maya Wiley is running to be the
first black woman mayor. She was
a counsel to de Blasio and a
former MSNBC analyst. She wants
to reform the NYPD and focus on
inequality. 
      Lately, she has been backed by
Local 1199 of the Service
Employees International Union, a
big win for her as they are a very
large union. 
6. Carlos Menchaca
Carlos Menchaca is a City Council

member in Brooklyn who helped
defeat the expansion of the
Industry City complex. He
supports the “defund the police”
movement and helped create the
identification cards known as
IDNYC. 
7. Dianne Morales
Dianne Morales is a former
nonprofit executive who has
focused her campaign on helping
the poor and working-class New
Yorkers. She was called from
cutting the NYPD’s budget in half
and using the money to fund
social services and desegregating
public schools. 
8. Isaac Wright Jr.
Isaac Wright Jr was wrongfully
convicted of drug charges in 1991
and he and the rapper 50 Cent are
producers of the show “For Life,”
based on his story. Wright calls for
city control of the subway and
designating public schools. 
9. Scott Stringer
Scott Stringer is the City
comptroller   and   borough   
 

president for Manhattan. He
campaigns on affordable housing
and education. He is the only
candidate in the field who has won
citywide office before and has
gotten endorsements by many
progressive leaders. 
10. Loree Sutton
Loree Sutton is a former Army
general and former head of the
city’s Department of Veteran’s
Services. She has no experience in
elected office but says her
leadership experience makes her
the best person for the job for
navigating the pandemic. 
11. Andrew Yang
Andrew Yang, the former
presidential candidate and
businessman is running for the
mayor’s office. He wants to give
low-income people $2,000 a
month, a throwback to his UBI idea
during his candidacy. He also
proposed building a casino on the
Governor's island. But his move to
leave New York has drawn some
fire from critics. 

Pro/Con: Should we have Classes on In-Person Days?
Pro: Mia Mkrtchyan Con: Pompie Yannopoulos

Do you have an idea for an issue you want discussed? Submit your ideas for the Pro/Con column in the April issue here: https://forms.gle/NiMaExgvHZwRocG28

  students are scheduled to go to
school, classes consist of
Homework Help and Writer's
Workshop. However, this
translated into almost free days:
students usually just hang around,
talking with each other and
working on homework for their
online classes. After asking some
of my peers if they would prefer to
resume normal classes or to keep
doing WW and HW Help only, the
popular vote showed that many
people would rather go to their
regular classes on the in-person
days. “It would be a nice change,”
said a seventh grader when asked
why she would rather go to school
like how we used to.

  Ms. Friedman who had a similar
take: “I like my homeroom
because it is like advisory so kids
can interact with one another. It
is also safer to have fewer people
in classes so it wouldn’t be as safe
to have the usual academic
classes.” Mr. Finkelstein said:
“There are some teachers that
are all remote,  and I am all the
way in Colorado! I can’t come to
school to teach the majors so if
they want us to keep teaching
our majors they would have to
keep us teaching remotely.” 
      Overall it seems like until we
can return to full in-person
school we should keep the
system as is. 

       As I'm sure you all know, it's
hard to move a whole
curriculum that you're used to
teaching in-person to Zoom.
However, with the new
possibility of going back to
school, teachers are faced with a
choice: to continue to teach the
majority of their classes via
remote learning (and just stick
with WW on days students have
to go to school), or begin
teaching classes in person full-
time. As a student, it can be
difficult for us to keep up with
things, as we have to maintain a
healthy lifestyle while taking
classes for six hours on a screen.          
      On days hybrid learning

       Taking classes online can
get boring super quickly, and it
certainly would be a nice
change to take regular classes
again. “To be honest, I'm tired
of sitting in my room all day. I
miss my life,” said another
student when asked the same
thing. 
     The connection between
teachers and students is a
prominent theme at the Center
School, and I love the
environment that that creates.
To be confined inside a room all
day can also cause mental
health issues - I'd much rather
be in school than in my room. 

     With returning back to school
for hybrid learning, an important
questions is brought up: Should
we actually have class on in-
person days? This would mean
less down time to relax, less time
to socialize, and less time to go
outside. 
     I decided to interview one of
my fellow 5th graders to see her
take on it. Rose Knapp said “I
think that if we keep doing
Writer's Workshop and
Homework Help while we are in
person we can talk to our friends
and socialize more and if we have
academic classes we can’t as
much.” I also interviewed

 

Here is what you Need to Know in the NYC Mayoral Election 
By: Charlie Heeger

 Eric Adams

    The NYC mayoral field is
crowded. There are 22 candidates
vying to replace Bill DeBlasio. The
Democratic and Republican
primaries are on  June 22, and the
winners will face off at the general
election on November 3. This year
NYC will be implementing ranked-
choice voting,  where voters rank
their top three candidates on their
ballot. Because of ranked choice
voting, it's even more important
that people follow the race and get
a good sense of what the
candidates stand for and who they
are. 
   Over the past few weeks
candidates have participated in
mayoral forums and have grown
platforms on Twitter and
Instagram. Here is a look at some of
the top Democratic candidates:

1.
Eric Adams is the Brooklyn Borough
President and a former police
officer. He is a sharp critic of the
police and is an advocate for police

    

reform. He also has proposed a
year-round school. Adams has
been endorsed by many state and
city legislators. 
2. Shaun Donovan
 Shaun Donovan is a former
federal housing secretary and
former White House budget
director. He is a veteran of the
Obama administration. One of
Donovan’s proposals is the so-
called “15-minute neighborhood”
where every New Yorker has
access to a good school, fresh
food, transit, and a park within 15
minutes of home. He has been
endorsed by many former mayors
like Michael Nutter, former
mayor of Philadelphia.
3. Kathryn Garcia
Kathryn Garcia is a former city
sanitation worker and is running
as an experienced manager who
can help NYC come back from
Covid-19.  She oversaw the city's
huge trash operation and helped
distribute meals to the hungry
during the Pandemic
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Entertainment Page
WandaVision: Show Review
By: Frank Veve

      WandaVision is the new MCU TV
show on Disney+. It has run for eight
episodes with the finale coming on
March 5. The show takes place some
time between Avengers: Endgame and
Spider-Man: Far From Home. Vision is
dead after Thanos pulls the Mind
stone from Vision’s head and kills him.
After the dusted heroes return,
Wanda seemingly brings Vision back
to life. The show centers around them
living in a world of their own modeled
after sitcoms from different decades. 

But something is wrong: the
townspeople are off, and they have a
neighbor who is constantly butting
into their lives. Outside of their
world, Monica Rambeau is trying to
help Wanda and her dead husband
with the power of S.W.O.R.D. But
maybe it’s been Wanda all along.
The first two episodes were a chore
for me, but after the third, the story
kicked in and the show became
engrossing. It left me waiting for the
finale. Four stars.

Treat Heaven with Levin: Coronavirus Cake
By: Josie Levin
      This past year has been rough.
So today I gave you an easy treat. All
you need is box mix, frosting,
caramel, and hatred. Today I am not
giving you a pre-existing recipe, this
is completely from my brain. Today
we are breaking up with covid as
Center School comes back in
person. I used a chocolate base, but
you can use any flavor you like. I
also snuck some caramel in the
middle of the layers to give the
flavor more dimension. I also would
suggest if you are using chocolate
like I did, you should probably use
vanilla buttercream if you do not
like an overpowering chocolate
flavor.  There is not much to this
recipe, but there is lots of flavor,
and it only takes about an hour to
make. And if quarantine has taught
us anything, it's that sometimes the
things that take the least effort can
still be well worth it. I hope you try
it out. 

It's a Bird: Graphic Novel Review
By: Charlie Friedman

and problems, though some
bigger than others. 
      Cooper, a Harvard graduate,
was inspired to write It's a Bird
after a real-life experience.
Cooper was birdwatching in
Central Park when a white
woman, Amy Cooper (no
relation), called the police on
him. Coincidentally, this
occurred on the same day that
George Floyd was killed by police
officers in Minneapolis. Cooper
discussed his experience during
a recent Zoom call with the
Center School community.
I recommend It’s a Bird because
of its powerful message or
equality. You can find this book
by downloading it on Amazon
Kindle for free. 

      Christian Cooper, author
of the new graphic novel
from DC Comics, It’s a Bird,
is a science writer, editor,
and comic book creator
based in New York. In It’s a
Bird, Cooper tells the story
of an African-American
teenager named Jules who
loves birds. With binoculars
that his dad gave him, Jules
goes birdwatching.
However, with each bird he
sees, Jules also sees the face
of an African-American who
was killed by police such as
Breonna Taylor and George
Floyd.
    In this graphic novel some
of the recurring themes are
racism and tolerance. In a  

time like today when there is so
much prejudice, discrimination,
and even police brutality,
Cooper’s book shines a brighter
light on the racial discrimination
that goes on in our country. In
the story the protagonist, Jules, is
bullied by two white people
because of the color of his skin.
Though this example is fiction,
events like this or worse occur all
the time. The theme tolerance
comes into play with the idea
that all people should be treated
equally no matter where they are
from or what they look like.
African Americans, like Jules,
should be treated with the same
respect and dignity as Caucasian
people because we are people
with personalities and histories 
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Video Game of the Month: Zelda Breath of the Wind
By: Nazar Zavada
       Zelda Breath of the Wild came out
on March 3rd, 2017 from Nintendo. The
game itself has an amazing storyline
where you play as Link, a royal knight
who has to defeat Calamity Ganon (the
main villain) to save  the realm of
Hyrule. 
    The graphics are a bit cartoony but
amazing and there are a whole bunch of
side missions and main missions too.
One of the biggest parts of the game is
the villages you can visit and the gear
you can obtain (for some weapons you
can even see the rust!). 
     For people who have played Zelda
games before, you might be similar to
Master Sword and the Hylian Shield,
they are in the game too! If you have a
good budget for video games, I highly
recommend buying Amiibos, Amiibos
are little figures you can buy which
would give you in-game bonuses like
gear and food. The bad part is that
Amiibos cost $20-50!

     On Amazon.com you can buy
little cards that can also be used to
get the same gear for cheaper, I got
my cards for $15. 
     Like the Amiibo statues, there are
some more cons about this game.
For example, bugs: you can use
glitches in the game by accident or
to your advantage. One of the
glitches you might use for your
advantage is the Double Bomb
technique where you drop 2 bombs
and it sends you flying into mid-air!
For the people who don’t own a
Nintendo or a Wii U, you are not in
luck because this game is only
available for those platforms.
However, if you do some secret
modding there is a way to play it on
a computer with a controller; but
again, that is not easy and cheap. 
       Personally, I love this game. I
have been playing this game for a
long time. I give this game a 9.5/10. 



 6. What is your favorite type of
scent?
A. Jasmine
B. Chamomile
C. Lavender
D. Rose
    7. What do you like to watch on
TV?
A. Documentaries
B. Cartoons
C. Sports
D. News

    8. What is your favorite
drink?
A. Milk
B. Orange Juice
C. Grape Juice
D. Fruit Punch
     9. What is your favorite
animal?
A. Bunny
B. Cat
C. Parrot
D. Fish

Dear Abby...
To submit to the Dear Abby
column, fill out this google form:
https://forms.gle/iNY5v7cqTxzkD
D1b7 

Dear Abby,

I’m a little worried about starting
school again. I don’t know anybody
in my homeroom, and I don’t want
to sit inside a room with strangers
the whole day doing homework.
Should I go remote? My parents
are also worried about Covid but
they want me, (a fifth grader,) to
make friends. I’m stuck. Ahhh!
-Mixed about Mixed Learning

Dear Mixed about Mixed Learning,

What you're going through is
understandable. Pretty much every
Center School student as fifth
graders, one way or another, has
felt some sort of pressure or
anxiety about making new friends
and being with new people. For you
and all the other fifth graders this
year, it’s even harder because you
can’t see people every day. If you
and your parents don’t feel
comfortable then don’t go back to
school for hybrid learning. You can
make friends while Zooming,
talking to kids in breakout rooms,
chatting to your friends before
class, collecting emails or numbers
and planning times to make Zooms
for your own fun. If you do end up
going into the homeroom, try
talking to the other kids your age
in order to have a few friendly
faces to see each of the days you
go into school. If you don’t think
going into the building to do
homework and socialize with those
you don’t know is worth it, don’t
pressure yourself. If you do, give it
another go! 

You might meet some “strangers”
who might just become your new
best friends!
Sincerely, Abby

Dear Abby,

 I really like this girl but I don't
know if she thinks of me as a friend
or as something more. I would like
to spend time with her and maybe
go to restaurants outside but with
the virus I’m not really sure if she’d
want to anyway. I don’t even know
where to begin asking her if she’d
want to get lunch with me. I’m
worried I’ll just start laughing.
Abby, I NEED HELP!!
-Crushing during Covid

Dear Crushing during Covid,

 I’m sure many kids are having
trouble with all kinds of
relationships with friends, siblings,
parents and in your case; crushes
with kids at school. People used to
be able to just go to a restaurant
lunch date. They only had to worry
about the asking and response
part. Now, safety is a concern. I
want to tell you to be brave and ask
her, openly and honestly. However,
I don’t think cheesy advice always
helps everyone. So, try taking it
slow. Maybe ask her if she’s been to
restaurants. If she’s free a lot, just
to clue yourself in on her thoughts
on what’s safe and what isn’t. If she
seems comfortable with that kind
of excursion, I would summon up
all your courage, put on a brave
face and just tell her you’d like to
spend time with her. Don’t bring in
“girlfriend or boyfriend.” or
anything unless you feel like you
really need to. Labels put pressure
on both people. Remember, even if
she says no, it is in no way your
fault. You got this! Good luck!

Sincerely, Abby

What kind of Spring Flower are you?
What is your favorite color?1.

A. White
B. Yellow
C. Purple
D. Red
   2. What do you like to do in your
free time?
A. Read a book
B. Go for a walk
C. Do a sport
D. Be with family
   3. What is your favorite fruit?
A. Honeydew
B. Cantaloupe
C. Grapes
D. Strawberries
   4. What is your favorite subject in
school?
A. Science
B. Lit
C. Art
D. Math
    5. What is your favorite season?
A. Winter
B. Summer
C. Spring
D. Fall
  
   10. What is your favorite type of
book to read?
A. Mystery
B. Non-Fiction
C. Comic
D. Fiction 

Mostly A: Lily of the Valley            
 Mostly B:  Daffodil         
Mostly C:  Hellebore
Mostly D: Columbine

Sudoku

Wordwheel

F R I D A Y ,  M A R C H  1 2 ,  2 0 2 1  P A G E  V I I I  

By: Gilian Siguencia

https://forms.gle/iNY5v7cqTxzkDD1b7
https://forms.gle/iNY5v7cqTxzkDD1b7


Comics 

Caption Contest
Submit your ideas for a caption to this graphic here: https://forms.gle/sswuRM64aAQ4fATCA. We will announce the winner next month!

F R I D A Y ,  M A R C H  1 2 ,  2 0 2 1  P A G E  I X  

By: Alden Shultis

https://forms.gle/sswuRM64aAQ4fATCA


Wordsearch

Spring Crossword

F R I D A Y ,  M A R C H  1 2 ,  2 0 2 1  P A G E  X  
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WANT TOWANT TOWANT TO
JOIN THEJOIN THEJOIN THE
GAZETTE?GAZETTE?GAZETTE?

We are always looking for new members! Contact us if you are interesting in
reporting, editing, interviewing, art, photography, layout, and social media.

This month we are especially looking people who are interested in doing
layout or photography.

 
Fill out this form: https://forms.gle/T3CvmBTA78CHGmjw8

Or email us at centerschoolgazette@gmail.com
 

Or go to our website:
https://sites.google.com/view/csgazette

for more info! 

Center School
Gazette Masthead

https://forms.gle/T3CvmBTA78CHGmjw8
https://mail.google.com/mail/u/0/?view=cm&fs=1&to=centerschoolgazette@gmail.com&tf=1

