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New CDC Social Distancing
Guidelines Stir Controversy
By: Jonah Bonin
On Friday, March 19th, the CDC (Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention) announced that they will change their
guidelines for social distancing in schools, making grades from
K - 12 social distance 3 feet apart instead of 6. Shortly after this,
Mayor Bill De Blasio declared that because of this new
guideline, NYC will allow another opt-in period in the
upcoming days. This means that students who were previously
remote can now go to school. (It was later announced that the
opt-in period would be from March 24th to April 7th.) Although
many remote students, including myself, rejoiced at the fact
that there would be another chance to enter in-person
learning, both the CDC’s and Mayor Bill DeBlasio’s decision
stirred up some controversy among some students and
teachers.
After asking some Center School students what they
thought, there are definitely some different views. Will, a 7th
grader, said,

"Just because COVID is getting
better and people are starting
to get vaccines doesn't mean
we shouldn't stop being safe."
That should be the way it is because even though people are
getting vaccines, you can still get sick. They may have evidence,
but I think it makes more sense to stay safer because letting
your guard down in COVID is not a good idea.” Will’s point of
view makes sense; shouldn’t it be better just to stick to what the
CDC said before, and what we have used for the last 13 months?
Over 550,000 lives have been lost to this deadly virus, and we
need to be as safe as possible; we can’t risk losing more.
Although children might not be as at-risk as adults, they still
can carry the virus. We need to take any and all precautions
possible to be safe.
Cisco, a 6th grader, said, “In my opinion, that is kind of going
back on their word because originally they said 6 feet, and now
they’re saying 3 feet. Also, Dr. Fauci and the CDC are saying two
different things all the time and I’m entirely unclear about
which one to trust.” Cisco’s point is also an interesting one; the
CDC is going back on their word, and even though they might
have some evidence to prove differently, how do we know who
to trust?
Mr. Veve had a different state of mind. He said, “I am going
to follow these new guidelines and I feel very comfortable
following them. I’m fully vaccinated and I wear two masks and I
know my students will also be wearing two masks. If the CDC
says that 3 feet is a safe distance, I’d trust their assessment.”
When asked if he would feel safe with more kids in the
classroom because of these new social distancing guidelines, he
replied, “I have been fully vaccinated with the Moderna vaccine
for a month now. I continue to wear two masks and maintain
my distance, and I can definitely say that I would feel very safe
with more students in my room. I think it’s incredibly important
to get as many teachers in classrooms teaching as many kids as
it’s safe to teach.” As a fully-vaccinated teacher, Mr. Veve’s
words carry a lot of weight to them; as long as the teachers are
fully vaccinated and the students are double-masked, we
should listen to the CDC, because if they say that it is safe to be
three feet apart, they are probably right.
Although these new CDC guidelines may bring up a few
questions regarding safety, as long as our teachers are
vaccinated and comfortable and we are taking proper safety
precautions, it looks like we can finally begin to see the light at
the end of this awfully dark COVID tunnel.

Squishmallows; All The Rage
Learn more about these cute, fun,
squishy toys, that have blown up
enormously on social media. Read
about how they were developed, and
the different kinds!
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Center School Changes Admissions Process
By: Charlie Heeger
This month, parents and students
applying to the Center School await the
results of the city’s middle school
admissions. The process that students
and parents went through to apply to
Center and many other middle schools
has been undergoing change over the
past few years to increase diversity in
the city's schools.
Last December, Mayor Bill DeBlasio
announced
that
middle
school
admissions for the 2021-2022 school
year would not include “selective
screens”
such
as
test
scores,,
attendance, and grades.
To get an in-depth view of how the
process is changing for the roughly 300
applicants to Center School, Ms. Lopez
shared her thoughts with us.
She has been working in admissions
for our school for the past seven years.
She says that the process has changed
by making part of the process done on
the Department of Education's website.
One of the bigger changes is that
Center is becoming a District 3 only
school.

These changes have made a big splash
with some disagreeing with the
changes to applicants. When asked,
Ms. Lopez said she didn’t approve of
the changes, saying “I feel that our
admissions process was working just
fine; if it’s not broken, don’t fix it.
What changes are to come or whether
the goal of the changes will be
successful is yet to be seen, but what
is certain is that Center School’s
admissions will be looking different
from the past.”

Advisory Day; The Ifs, Ands, and Whats!
By: Justice Repucci
When school was fully in-person,
Advisory Day was a highlight for most
Center School students. It’s a day to get
a break from schoolwork and have fun
alongside
your
advisory,
doing
something interesting in the city.
But what is happening with Advisory
Day this year? We have already missed
the first Advisory Day of the year
because of COVID, but with the vaccine
rollout, what might happen with the
second advisory day of the year?
Good news! The school is planning
on having an Advisory Day.

Pro/Con: Should Football
Stadiums Should Open with
50% or Less Capacity?
Is opening football stadiums safe, and
which precautions are required? How
will the fans react?
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The change is that if you want to go
to Center, you don’t have to have a
District 3 address or have gone to a
District 3 school, which was a past
rule.
One of the more divisive changes is
the removal of sibling preference.
Before the changes, applicants who
had a sibling at the school were
preferred over kids who did not have a
sibling. Ms. Lopez, however, said that
sibling preference was not a guarantee
for admission.

The date is set for April 19th and
there will be COVID precautions in
place. Everyone has to be socially
distanced, and most, if not all, of the
activities will be outside. Ms. Berkery
is taking her advisory to Central Park
with their pets, and Ms. Schwartz and
Ms. Wing are thinking about taking
their advisory boating in Central Park.
“I would love to go to Chinatown and
get bubble tea,” remarked Kate Henry,
a 6th grader. So far, there has been
no conflict with the DOE about safety
precautions and none of the

20 Questions with Mr. Walkup
Discover Mr. Walkup's likes, dislikes,
favorite subjects, desserts, bands, books,
heroes, and so much more! Also, let us
know which teacher you would like to see
interviewed next month on our feedback
form.
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advisories have opted out of the
excursion. Teachers have also been,
and have to be even more now,
especially creative about where they
are taking their advisees.
When we asked students what their
favorite Advisory Day was, one student
said, “My favorite advisory day was
when Mr. Thomas took us on a motor
boat called ‘The Beast’ and then we got
to run through the sprinklers.”
Students will be very grateful to get a
day outside together after such a crazy
year and hopefully, it resembles the
usual Advisory Day.

Keep going: Ways to Stay
Motivated on Zoom

Interview with NYC
Criminal Court Judge

We all know how hard Zoom school can
be sometimes, and it might be hard to
find energy to keep going. Read this
article, and it this might make your life a
lot easier.
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Find out the story behind
George Grasso, a judge for the
NY criminal courts, and former
NYPD officer in this interview.
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Gifted and Talented Program Sued by Student-Led
Activist Group
By: Maya Stone
New York City’s gifted and
talented program was created to
nurture and further advance the
education of those considered to be
“exceptional students” in grades K5. In kindergarten through third
grade, there is a specific gifted and
talented test for admissions, and
then in 4th and 5th your
standardized test scores are what
makes you eligible for the program.
The purpose of the program is to
allow students to move quickly and
go in more depth on topics taught
in the general curriculum. The
gifted and talented program also
gives teachers and schools the
freedom with their own curriculum
to adapt to the needs of their
students. But now, many argue and
are filing a lawsuit against the gifted
and talented program, claiming the
program reinforces a “classist
system” allowing a segregated
school system to thrive.
The lawsuit is being filed by a
group of student activists that goes
by the name Integrate NYC. They
argue that the gifted and talented
program
discriminates
against
those of color and against those
who do not have a lot of money.
The admissions to the program
begin at the young age of four and
how well you perform on that test
may
determine
your
entire
elementary school education.

Integrate NYC also claims that
when young children of color are
told that they are not gifted
enough to participate in a an
advanced program but then
watch a group of white students
be labeled gifted and talented is
extremely detrimental.
An anonymous sixth grader
says, “I took the gifted and
talented program test when I was
four, I still remember it to this
day. I passed the test but didn’t
get into the school. But I only
passed the test because my
parents had been preparing for it
with me. A lot of people don’t
have parents who have the time
to do the same, I was lucky.” An
important point is brought up
here. How well a four-year-old
does on a test doesn’t show the
room for growth and potential a
student has, it just shows how
well their parents prepared them.
This leaves kids whose parents
may not know much about the
system or didn’t get

a great education themselves
“unprepared." Mr. Veve says,

“I don’t think a test
result tells you
enough about a
student or how
prepared you are as a
four-year-old… the
program is entirely
inequitable."
The sorts of enriching services
ought to be offered at all
schools. No child should be
viewed any more or less than
their possibility to grow, and
when you tell people they are
gifted and talented you are
sending a message to others that
there are disparities.” Resources
and extracurriculars available to
children in the gifted and
talented program should be
available to all schools. Instead
of taking away opportunities
offered at the gifted and
talented programs, the city
should look to institute them in
all neighborhoods.

Interview with Criminal Court Justice George Grasso
By: Josie Levin
George Grasso, the Acting
Supreme Court Justice of New
York’s criminal courts is a very
interesting man. He was a police
officer for 30 years, while juggling
law school and work.

He even was a part of the board
that reviewed police brutality
cases He knows the ins and the
outs of the New York criminal
Justice system like no other, and I
am very happy

that he agreed to sit down and
answer a few of my questions.
Sadly, I was not able to add
everything he said, but is you
wish to listen to everything he
said, you can click HERE.

I also helped move the wait time
to appear in front of a judge from
30 hours to 20. When I came,
“everyone was playing the blame
game.” He said that no one
wanted to take responsibility, or
fix the problem. He called it “The
circular firing squad.” from then
on he would have meetings every
Q: You mentioned going to Friday, and if anyone wanted to
school, how would you balance complain or criticize, they were
welcome not to come.

Even if only 1% or 2% of officers
are like that, then that's still
hundreds. Not all police officers
are good, but not all of them are
evil, and with what's been going
on in the news, I can understand
both ends of the coin.

Letter from the Editor...
By: Liza Greenberg
As I am writing this, I just finished
eating a delicious matzo-bagel. It
had lox, bagel seasoning and all the
fixings. For me, Passover especially
signifies a shift in my mood and
energy. After the bleak, tiring second
trimester we have all had we can
now look forward to warmer
weather and a new season.
Hopefully some of our motivation
and sense of school spirit will
resurge, allowing us to finish the
school year on a high note.
It is hard not to think about all of
the memorable traditions that
usually make Spring at the Center
School an exciting time of year. I feel
for fifth graders who have not had
the chance to be introduced to these
highlights but, even more so, for my
own classmates who are losing out
on the facets of Center School life
that we had looked forward to for
the last three years. Events including
the eighth grade musical, the Jog-athon in Riverside Park and, most
especially, the All-School-Trip are
matters of legend at Center School.
Personally, I had big plans to try out
for a role in the play, do a record
number of laps around the track and,
especially, to stay up all night
chatting, snacking and reminiscing
in a cabin with my classmates. It's
hard to absorb that none of that will
be happening. We will have to
content ourselves with more modest
pleasures: stopping at the ice cream
truck after school, or watching
movies and old TACS shows during
the end of class in June.
As the weather warms, memories
live in my imagination. I think of the
bustling hallways that once were,
and seeing all the eighth graders
tote around their egg babies in
school.

I have vivid memories of past
eighth graders staging huge
promposals for the school to giggle
at. (Nothing will top when Sam
asked Maddi to Prom by spelling it
out on her locker with Smarties in
2018.) As we grieve the experiences
we have lost, I am hoping we will
channel that sense of longing to
fuel a new energy. We will look to
our teachers to summon the will to
breathe some life back into school
so all of us can try to end this year
satisfied.
It’s also important we hold on to
the experiences we can. We had
the TACS show a few weeks ago,
and are looking forward to advisory
day soon. I think it’s vital that the
Center School continues whatever
traditions it can maintain, in order
to at least somewhat make up for
what we have lost.
It seems as though things are
slowly headed back to normal.
Almost everyone above the age of
16 is now eligible for the vaccine
and NYC’s cases are dropping or at
least at a plateau. Traditions and
activities we once took for granted
are now things we must fight for,
combating inertia, passivity and
indifference to build back the sense
of vibrant, buzzing energy that was
once the Center School. An inperson graduation and other
traditions like pajama day are still
feasible. Even such small things
make students more excited to go
to school, helping to make up for all
that is missed.
As students, we need to try to
regain our motivation, reach out to
the friends we have fallen out of
touch with. Maybe if we try, we can
finish off this year in a positive way.

Q: How long had you been
working in the NYPD?
A: I worked for thirty years. I
worked my way up from a normal
officer to deputy inspector. I
started law school after my first
year, so I would work the night
shift. And then around 2012 I
became an acting supreme court
justice.

your schedule?

A: After my first year, I was
suggested for a position at law
school, and I got accepted. I would
go to school from 12 AM - 8 PM,
then, go home to get a couple hours
sleep, then wake up, and work from
11:30 PM - 8 AM, then repeat. My
wife was a nurse, and would
volunteer to work nights, and we
would spend time together during
my small breaks.

Q: Your time as a judge has been
very influential, what was
something that you are proud
of?
A: Well, I remember that in January
of 2019, I was in Brooklyn County
Court and it was one of the busiest
parts. And I helped get the number
of open cases from 2k to 1200.

Q: After being an officer for
many years, what is your
opinion on what has been
going on with the BLM
movement and all that is
happening in the news?
A: With social media these days,
things are easy to distort and
make seem out of control. Being a
police officer is dangerous. I was
just a block away during 9/11, I
was hit by the dust cloud and I
need to get regular check ups for
my lungs. I remember people
would cheer in the streets when I
passed in uniform. I also had
close friends die, and many brave
officers as well. But I also would
review cases of horrendous acts
some police officers would
commit.
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Q: And finally, has being a
judge and a police officer
helped when raising your
kids?

The NYC Criminal Courts where Justice Grasso serves.

A: Absolutely. As an officer I had
to respond to many calls, many
of which family disputes. You
need to learn to calm people
down, help people work through
things and help them think
about the consequences of their
actions I remember that down
the street from our house there
was a mailbox with ugly graffiti
all over it. So I took my two sons
with cans of paint and we
painted over the graffiti. It
showed them how to be good
community members, and it was
a bonding experience overall.
My sons are now grown up, one
is a defense attorney and the
other is a prosecutor. I am very
proud of who they are, and the
people they have chosen to be.
A picture of Justice Grasso
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Squishmallows; All the Rage

Is In-Person Graduation a
Possibility for this Year?

By: Allegra Lief
Squishmallows first came out in 2017 courtesy
of KellyToy. Now, it would be difficult to find an
adolescent without one of these stuffed animals
in their room. So the question is, how did this
current Smashmallow craze even begin?
Described as undeniably cute and soft,
Squishmallows come in a lot of varieties, animals,
vegetables, objects, characters and more, so
everyone can find a Squishmallow that's right for
them. With round eyes and adorable tiny smiles,
no one can resist the allure of a Squishmallow.
But it's not just their endearing nature that has
caused the sale of over 50 million of these stuffed
creatures, it's the fact that they are collectables
that have attracted people from far and wide.
These toys can also provide comfort to people
across the globe struggling with stress and
anxiety, and can provide comfort during an
uncertain time. A lovable plush toy to hug might
be the perfect antidote to the blues of the
pandemic.
While KellyToy made the Squishmallow with
young children in mind, it is teenagers who have
really brought heat to the stuffed toy. This fact
was merely an accident, that the group of people
with money of their own to spend stumbled upon
the Squishmallow.
Squishmallows are also more than adorable,
they are riddled with character. Each
Squishmallow has its own name and personality.
For example, Astrid the Purple Unicorn has a
passion for astronomy and loves her telescope,

Faith the Fox wants to make toys, and
Jaxton the Owl is coordinating his
family reunion.
Bobby the Bunny even goes by
They/Them pronouns, and KellyToy
has announced that there are more
nonbinary plushies to come. Maybe
you didn’t think you liked stuffed
animals, but after reading the
biography of Tabitha and learning she
wants to be a journalist like you, how
can you be expected to leave behind
this plush $10 toy?
Many people have begun to
collect huge piles of Squishmallows,
including popular social media
influencers like Charli D'Amelio, who
took to Instagram to boast her huge
collection.

There is even a Squishmallow
Instagram account, which can be
followed at @squishmallows, where
you can learn more about the
plushies.
If you're lucky, your
Squishmallow collection can be put
on their page.
With new and exciting plushies
being released every month to the
public, Squishmallows aren’t taking a
backseat anytime soon. Whether
you're a young child doing chores to
earn one of these lovable creatures,
or a college student who just wants
some comfort, Squishmallows are for
everyone.
You can buy Squishmallows at
https://squishmallows.com/

This year, graduation for 8th graders will be
different from previous years. Before COVID-19,
our entire school and 8th grade parents would go
to an event space. The 8th graders would make
speeches, receive their diplomas and there would
be a big celebration. But this year, things will have
to be different.
Ms. Berkery said that the school is hoping to
hold an in-person graduation. She said that this
in-person event will have limited people due to
the CDC’s guidelines, and that 8th graders will be
given fewer guest spots than previous years.
Where will graduation be held? Some staff think
that the yard, once it’s decorated, would be a
good place to hold the event. There are also some
other places in parks that the school is trying to
get a hold of.
Ms. Rodkin and Ms. Tacey, two teachers at the
Center School, also think that graduation is
different for this year’s 8th graders. They also
said the school is trying to find a venue outside
that will be safe and still accommodate
everything and everyone needed for graduation.
If an in-person graduation is not possible, we
will have to resort to a Zoom graduation in its
place.
How do our 8th graders feel about their
graduation being unique? 8th grader Isaac
Lipman said,

“These circumstances are sad
because graduation is a
celebration of finishing middle
school. It was a place where you
could say goodbye to your
favorite 8th graders and even
now that we only see half of the
school it will be sad not to be
able to say bye to everyone.”

Is Travel Now Safe?
By: Elena Smith
It’s springtime and everyone is ready to
travel, especially after a long year indoors, but
during the COVID-19 pandemic, the question
of whether it is safe to travel on planes is on a
lot of our minds.
Since the pandemic started last March, our
understanding about how the COVID-19 virus
works has changed. This time last year, people
were wearing gloves, buying tons of hand
sanitizer, and cleaning off all of their
groceries. We have learned though, that the
virus mainly spreads in the air through our
respiratory droplets, and not on surfaces. So
now we wear masks, stay distanced, and
ventilate rooms with air purifiers and open
windows. Best of all, we now have multiple
effective vaccinations. Does this mean it is
safe to go on planes?
According to the Journal of the American
Medical Association (JAMA), “The risk of
contracting COVID-19 during air travel is low.
Modern airplanes maintain clean air by
circulating a mix of fresh air and air recycled
through the HEPA filters, the same type of air
filters used in a hospital operating room.” You
are actually more at risk in the airport, public
bathrooms, restaurants, and other public
places without adequate ventilation. I asked
some fellow fifth graders for their opinions on
this complicated issue. According to Ripley
Jones, “It isn’t safe to travel as of now without
a vaccine, however if you have been
vaccinated and are wearing a protective, good
quality mask like an KN95, it would be safe.”
Mae Silverman thinks, “Yes, it is safe,
especially if a flight has few people and the
adults are vaccinated.”

By: Caleb Garutti

Many others agree with Isaac and believe that
although this is a difficult time, graduation will
be the best that it can be under the
circumstances.
Hopefully, graduation will be in-person, so our
entire school can celebrate our 8th graders. It
might not be as “normal” or “good” as past years,
but with the CDC’s guidelines and COVID, it will
be as good as possible.

The CDC states that people
should wear a mask (or two) in
public over your nose and mouth,
stay six feet (two meters) away from
others, get tested 1-3 days before
travel, and get tested 3-5 days after
your arrival. All passengers coming
in or out of the U.S must have tested
negative in a COVID-19 test before
traveling and must wear a mask on
buses trains and planes

coming in or out of the Country and in
transportation hubs such as airports
and train stations. Although no
domestic airlines require a vaccine to
board, it is recommended to get one
before travel if you are eligible, for it
would be safest for you and those
around you if you could not spread or
contract the virus. So if you want to
start traveling again, there is definitely
some risk, but there is also hope.

20 Questions with Mr. Walkup
Questions by: Dahlia Lief
1. What is a silver lining of remote learning for
you?
I have a much, much shorter commute.
2. Who is your favorite author, what are some
books of theirs you love, and why?
This is a bit of a boring answer but one of my
favorite authors is a historian named Robert Caro.
He wrote a book called The Power Broker about a
man named Robert Moses. Moses did a lot of bad
things that had a lasting impact on New York
City, but learning about his life gives you a good
sense for the history of NYC in the 20th century.

I like the author so much because he goes into
great detail about everything and gives you all of
the context.
3. What is your ideal weekend?
Playing ultimate frisbee, hanging out in the park
with friends, grilling, or going out to eat
somewhere and (in the before times) going to see
a movie in a movie theater.
4. What made you want to become a teacher?
I know it sounds cheesy but as a kid I really loved
learning new things so I really loved school. I
thought working in a place where that's going on
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would be a lot of fun. Turns out that it is :)
5. What was your favorite subject when
you were at school, and why?
Social Studies and Math. I love Social
Studies because I think looking at the past
helps us understand the present. Math
always felt like a game or puzzle when I
was a kid, and it was pretty different from
the rest of my classes. It was a nice break.
6. What do you see in a good student?
Someone who is curious and tries their
hardest. I don't care much about grades,

just effort and curiosity. Plus, usually
if a student is hardworking and
curious, they'll get good grades
eventually anyways.
7.
What
is
a
good
book
recommendation you have for
middle schoolers, what is this book
about, and why do you like it?
House on Mango Street by Sandra
Cisneros. It's a coming-of-age book
about the life of a girl growing up in
Chicago.
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It's told from the perspective of a
child and seeing the story through
her eyes gives the reader a really
interesting perspective.
8. What is a hobby or pastime of
yours?
Playing/coaching ultimate frisbee.
By the way, we're going to start
playing after school again on
Thursdays from 2-5. Anyone who is
interested (JL or SBA) should come!
9. What are some of your favorite
bands and musicians?
I don't really have a favorite, I go
through phases. Recently I've been
listening to Nas because my favorite
album of his was just added to the
Library of Congress.
10. What is something new you
have started doing during the
pandemic?
Going on a long walk every day. I
basically spend the two hours that I
usually spent commuting on the
train walking instead. I usually walk
7-8 miles if it's not raining or
snowing. It's a nice break from
looking at a screen and gives me
time to call people who I don't get to
see very often.
11. Who is your hero or someone
you look up to, and why?

John Lewis. He decided that he
wanted the world to change and
worked to change it for his entire life.
Nothing stopped him or slowed him
down.
12. If you could be fluent in any
language you wanted, what language
would it be, and why?
Spanish. I think it would be the most
useful in New York City.
13. What is your favorite dessert?
Pecan pie with a scoop of vanilla ice
cream.
14. What is your favorite part about
teaching at Center School?
(Almost) every day I wake up excited
to go into work. It's a fun place
because it's a school full of people
who are excited to be there and
participate in our quirky community.
15. What is your favorite class you
have taught at Center School, and
why?
Social Studies and Math. They were
my favorite subjects as a kid. Social
Studies is great because I think it
gives a person a lens through which
to look at the world. What happened
before informs how we look at what's
happening now. Math is great
because I get to see kids make so
much progress. I feel like I see "light
bulb"

moments all the time. Plus, I feel like
you get to know your math kids best
because you see them 5 days a week
for a whole year.
16. If you could live anywhere in the
world, where would you live, and
why?
This isn't an exciting answer but I'm
pretty happy staying where I am. New
York has all the people I want to see,
the best food, and I get to work at a
pretty fun job.
17. What has been one thing about
this pandemic that has particularly
affected you?
Not seeing my family was definitely
difficult but necessary.
18. When you were younger, what did
you want to do when you grew up?
A professional baseball player or a
teacher.
19. What is something you love about
working with kids?
The "light bulb" moments I mentioned
in #15. Also middle schoolers are just
very, very funny. I haven't taught a
single
day
without
laughing
hysterically at some point.
20. What has been your favorite
movie that recently came out?
Can I say a TV show instead?
Wandavision was pretty good.

Pro/Con: Should Football Stadiums Should Open with 50% or Less Capacity?
Pro: Lucas Benjamin
Stadiums should be allowed to
operate at more than 50% capacity for
all events. As a country, we need to
make monumental steps to get back to a
normal world. This normal world
consists of a fully running economy,
open restaurants and stores, and open
stadiums. Allowing more than 50%
capacity in stadiums would be a huge
step in the right direction. It can create
jobs, boost our economy, and create
experiences
within
concerts
and
sporting events that can last a lifetime.
Allowing stadiums to operate at
more than 50% capacity can create jobs.
In our pandemic-driven world, families
are fighting to keep alive. Many people
have become unemployed and have
fallen into poverty. New York City
stadiums are only allowed to have a 10%
capacity, meaning that very few workers
are needed to create a promising
experience. If we were to increase this
capacity percentage to more than 50%,
these stadiums would be forced to hire
an large number of employees, which
would provide work to many people.
Allowing stadiums to operate at more
than 50% capacity can also boost our
economy. Increasing capacity will
dramatically increase the number of
tickets sold to fans.

Con: Daniel Shamir
Of course, this will improve financial
income for a number of groups. Sport
leagues, Artists, stadiums, restaurants
within stadiums, and many more big blocks
in our economy. While this may feel like a
small improvement towards our economy,
think about this.
There are around 140 significant stadiums
in America, not including the smaller
venues. If you combine the increased
income throughout all of these stadiums,
you are left with a dramatic improvement
within our economy. Texas A&M Chancellor
John Sharp said that their school football
program is “the economic driver” for the
athletic department at their school. With a
decrease in tickets being sold, programs
within this school are not going to be
properly funded.
Allowing stadiums to operate at more than
50% capacity for all events can do much
more good than harm. It can create a
ginormous amount of jobs, and dramatically
boost our economy. Also, let's be honest, we
would all enjoy going to a normal concert or
sporting event. Going forward with this plan
will be a huge step back into a normal world
for our country. The vaccine rollout is
getting faster, and more people need jobs,
the only sensible answer would be to give
stadiums the thumbs up on this plan.

Football stadiums should open below
50% capacity. There are multiple reasons
for this which include Covid safety,
maintaining fan energy, and more. With
below 50% capacity, the teams still make
money from the fans, but the fans are
spread out enough throughout the
stadium to stay safe. This will keep more
than just the fans safe. It will also keep
the players safe.
A very big reason for this is safety.
Fans will still be able to go to games, just
a lot more safely. Most likely, they will
need to fill out a form that shows that
they were not in contact with people that
tested positive, or that they do not have
any symptoms. They will also take a
temperature check, to make sure they
aren’t sick. This not only protects the
fans, this can also protect the players. If
the fans are spread out, they are less
likely to infect each other and the things
around them, protecting everyone,
including the players. This will make sure
that some of the teams won’t have to
miss some games.
Let’s face it: fans get crazy. Most of the
time, fans are too involved in the game to
notice whether they have a mask on, or
whether they are staying safe.

If you keep the stadiums at less
than 50% capacity, then the fans can
still shout, get crazy, and even have
their masks off for a little bit. Of
course, masks on would be a
preference, but with less than 50%
capacity, it is a lot less critical if they
have their mask on or not. There will
not be people too close to them, so
there are less things to infect.
Like I said, mask on is always a
preference, but for all those people
that get a little too crazy and take their
mask off, it will not be as effective as
with 100 or even 75% capacity where
there are people a lot closer to you.
Below 50% capacity for football
stadiums is the best option we have.
This way, fans still get to watch their
favorite teams in person, while
remaining safe and free from Covid.
Also, this can protect the players and
still generate money for the team.
When the fans get a little crazy, it will
not be as dangerous as if we open the
stadiums with 50% or more capacity.
Below 50% is our best option.

Do you have an idea for an issue you want discussed? Submit your ideas for the Pro/Con column in the May issue here: https://forms.gle/NiMaExgvHZwRocG28

The Grammys
By: Bella Glean
The Grammys is a music award show. The show
is presented by the Recording Academy and it
shows performances by artists that are popular in
the music world. It also gives artists awards such
as Record, Album, and Song of the Year, and Best
New Artist. This year because of COVID-19 only
the host, performers, and presenters were there.
The award ceremony was inside but the
performances were outside. The host of this
year’s Grammys was Trevor Noah, the South
African comedian,

television host, producer, writer, political
commentator, and actor.
A lot of people performed at the
Grammys including the most famous
artists of our time: Harry Styles, Billie
Eilish, Megan Thee Stallion, Taylor Swift,
Bruno Mars, Anderson Paak, and many
more. Harry Styles got the Best Pop Solo
Performance award for "Watermelon
Sugar," Billie Eilish won Record of the
Year for "Everything I Wanted," Megan
Thee Stallion won awards for Best New
Artist
and
Best
Rap
Song
and
Performance for "Savage"
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with Beyonce. Beyonce has the most Grammys,
with Best R &B Performance for "Black Parade."
Making history, Taylor Swift took home Album
of the Year for Folklore, being the first female
artist and only fourth ever to win the category
three times. Dua Lipa won Best Pop Vocal for
Future Nostalgia and Bad Bunny took home Best
Latin Pop for YHLQMDLG. I enjoyed all of the
performances, liked all of the artists, and
thought they deserved the awards they got. I
think the host Trevor Noah was very funny with
all of his jokes in the show. Some people won't
agree with me by saying that I think all of the
awards were

given to the right people. For
example, some people think that
BTS should have won best Pop
Duo/Group instead of Lady Gaga
winning best Pop Duo/Group for
"Rain On Me."
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Keep Going: Ways to Stay Motivated on Zoom

Moxie Movie Review

By: Sarana Shafter

By: Cindy Abdelhamid

Going into the third trimester, lots of
students are learning remotely over
Zoom. Zoom school has been hard but
here are some ways to stay motivated.
The first thing that could help is taking
5-10 minutes of your day to make a list of
all the good things about Zoom school.
After you make the list, keep it next to
your device so when you feel upset or
unhappy about Zoom you can remind
yourself about all the good things.
One example of a thing that would be
on my list is how I get to spend a lot more
time with my dog. Something on 5th
grader Dahlia Lief’s list is that she gets to
sleep in an extra hour each day. Dahlia
also recommends including a walk or
outside time in your schedule.
When I asked 5th grader Mae Silverman
if this strategy would work for her, she

said “I think making a list of all the good
things about Zoom would help me a
lot.”Another student said that something on
her list is that she doesn’t have to walk all
around during the day, she can just get up
and go to her desk. What’s on your list?
Another way to keep up with Zoom
school work is to have a solid schedule. On
your schedule, instead of a free period, put
the homework you want to get done. For
example, if you have math at 10 and a free
period at 11, write on your schedule that 11 is
your math homework time.
5th grader Elena Smith has advice for
everyone. “Personally I think that you
should always keep your camera on in class
so you don't find yourself feeling like "oh
they don't see me I can do what I want." I
also think that in a dull class, taking notes
helps you to stay focused.

I think that the list you make should
be clear to you, meaning you should
put it in a place where you can easily
see it, and make it bold.

"If I am ever sad about
Zoom school, I think
about the high school I
want to go to.” Maddie
LaPierre said. This is a
good example of another
strategy: to set goals and
try to complete them.
They could be small like
participating 2 times in
class or they could be
focused on the bigger
picture like Maddie’s.
Overall, just stay positive. Focus on
what you like about Zooming from
home, plan out your time, so you don’t
procrastinate and get stressed out,
participate in class so you’re not
bored, and most importantly know
that there is light at the end of the
tunnel, and all of this can’t last forever.

Mixed Feelings for the Center School All-School Trip

Moxie, a new movie on Netflix, is a movie
about feminism and sexism directed by the
comedy queen herself, Amy Poehler. My
thoughts on Moxie is that this movie can
relate to other women or girls, whether
they’re on streets or in schools. There were
girls in Moxie who were at first scared to say
anything about what's happening, and even if
they do tell their principal she wouldn’t
believe it.
But Vivian, (played by Hadley Robinson) a
16-year-old girl, decided to create Moxie to
show women that she’s listening and
because some people will never believe
them.
Now, since we now know what the movie
is about, let's move on to the pros and cons.
Pro, this movie is teaching you to talk to
someone about what’s happening because it
could help you and improve your life. Also, at
the end of the movie all the women gathered
outside the school but there were a lot of
women or girls and there were a couple boys
too which makes me think they are not
trying to say all men or boys are sexist. Con,
This movie is not for children my age which I
don't like because I think everyone should
know about this.
I would rate this an 8/10 because there
were a couple inappropriate parts that didn't
make sense or mean anything about the
movie, which was a point that I took off. I
also thought Lucy (another character) should
have been the main character. So let's draw
stars and hearts on our hands, and try
watching Moxie on Netflix, but maybe watch
it with a parent.

By: Ripley Jones

Before the pandemic hit, once a
year everyone would go on a 3 day
field trip. Now, since we are in the
middle of a pandemic, not everyone is
too sure. It can be unsafe for some
people and safe for some other
people. According to Elena Smith. a
5th grader, “Sleeping outside would
be safe. However there is a matter of
weather to deal with.” People who are
thinking about it have also brought up
vaccinations. Many families in The
Center School have not been
vaccinated, so are very shaky about
this decision to make. Some parents
have been vaccinated and have
already made their decision to go or
to stay. According to Kira Cheng, “It
might be okay if everyone has their
own room (or with one other person)

and we stay outside most of the
time." As we know, there are over
30M cases and over 550K
documented deaths just in the US.
Some
families
have
been
vaccinated. For example, Mae
Silverman's parent has been
vaccinated and she said she might
go. As of now only citizens above
the age 16 and essential workers
are allowed to get a vaccine. This
means that no children as of now
can get a vaccine. Most families
that are not blended have a bigger
chance of not wanting to go.
Some people don’t even know if
this all school trip might happen.
The chances of having it is very
low. However, if this event occurs
then we are sure most people will

want to go. The Center School
has done this every year for a
very long time and for sure it will
be devastating to might ruin the
tradition. If this does happen
then there is still one minor
detail we need to pay attention
to and that is transportation.
Before the pandemic came
mostly everyone would go on a
travel bus but in these conditions
that is a very risky chance to
take. The virus has been
spreading so fast that some
countries can’t even control it!
As a teacher at the center school
stated “This year, we can't do
that. When we can again, I will
definitely be there.”

The Scandal of Dr. Seuss' Books

Yay Earth Day!

By: Rosemary Onwuka

By: Pompie Yannopoulos

Dr. Seuss was an author who
published children's books. As
amazing as his books might be,
people are beginning to think that
some of his books were racist.
Do people even care that his
books have stopped printing?
Some people believe that if his
books are “hurtful and wrong” they
should not continue to be printed.
Others, however, think that the
books should continue to be made
because they are classics for
children of all ages.

There is controversy with the
book “To Think That I Saw It On
Mulberry Street” because there are
drawings of Asian Men with slanted
eyes as well as many other gender
stereotypes.
Even though the Author did create
great stories, because of the harm it
has caused to people, they should
stop printing. The next time you read
Dr. Seuss’s books, remember that
behind the childish stories like “The
Cat in The Hat,” the author might be
a bit more problematic than we had
perceived him to be.
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Earth Day is a national holiday on
April
22nd,
where
people
demonstrate
support
for
environmental protection. Earth Day
was first celebrated in 1970, which
now includes more coordinated
events globally. Some things people
do on Earth Day to help the earth are
to reduce, reuse, and recycle, cut
down on what they throw away,
volunteer for cleanups around their
community, conserve water, or plant
things. Scientists are trying to stop
climate change by shifting the energy
supply away from fossil fuels because
fossil fuels are not good for the
environment.
Fossil
fuels
can
produce large quantities of carbon
dioxide when they are burned.
Climate change is known as a longterm change in the usual weather
patterns. It has come to define
Earth's local, regional and global
climates. There are lots of things that
are not helping to prevent climate
change, such as

water vapor, carbon dioxide,
methane, nitrous oxide, and
chlorofluorocarbons; these are
all examples of what causes
climate change. The changing of
the environment is expected to
cause more heat stress, which
increases waterborne diseases,
poorer air quality, and diseases
transmitted by insects and
rodents. Some effects of climate
change are the increase of heat,
more wildfires, rising sea levels,
and the melting of glaciers and
ice sheets.
But there is still hope. Some
activists have tried to help stop
climate change. Greta Thunberg,
an
18-year-old
Swedish
environmental
activist,
is
internationally
known
for
challenging world leaders to take
immediate action against climate
change. Greta’s activism began
early on. She convinced her
parents to reduce their own
carbon footprint and grew to
giving widespread speeches and
being one of the most

well-known climate activists.
Other people are also
trying to reduce the amount of
carbon dioxide and other gases
trapping heat on the planet,
especially with Earth Day
coming up. Rose Knapp, a fifthgrader, said, “I am going to
plant things and recycle.” I
asked Ms. Friedman and she
said “I try to live every day like
it is Earth Day, but daily I
compost my food scraps.” Mr.
Finkelstein said “I am going to
buy food with less packaging,
but not just for Earth Day.”
Rosemary Onwuka said “I am
going to buy more reusable
bags and plant things.”
All in all, when Earth Day
comes up, do your best to help
restore the health of our world.
Maybe
begin
composting,
recycling, not buying plastic,
taking the bus instead of the
car, and using a metal water
bottle. Who knows? Maybe
these habits will become a part
of your daily life!
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Treat Heaven with Levin: Sugar Cookie

By: Leif Rideout

By: Josie Levin
Cookie recipes are as classic as
recipes get. They have variety,
flavor, and you can change their
shape. Since it is the end of the
trimester, I made a special batch
for all the teachers because they
are the ones who truly make the
Center School experience special.
After everything we have been
through, our teachers have been
nothing but kind and supportive,
and they are the heroes of our
time. Thank you.
Today I am showing you a recipe
that makes delicious snackable
treats: a simple sugar cookie
recipe. The batch that I made
turned out great, although there
were some things I would change.

NBA Midseason Review

The cookie that I made was very
crumbly, and I had to add a dash of
milk to even out the texture. That
being said, the recipe with the milk
turned out great.
Although I kept my batch simple,
the sugar cookie recipe is also a
perfect base for any add ons you
would want, such as cinnamon or
pumpkin spice. I also added semisweet chocolate buttons on half the
cookies to add some variety and flavor.
Overall, I really enjoyed this recipe,
and the batch of delicious sugar
cookies that it created.
Click HERE for the recipe to the sugar
cookies.

Some of the top basketball players so far throughout the 2021 NBA season

This season for the NBA has
been a great one! Many surprising
teams have risen to the top, while
other teams that have usually been
near the top have fallen. As of
March 24, 2021, the teams that are
doing the best are the Philadelphia
76ers, the Los Angeles Clippers,
the Brooklyn Nets, the Milwaukee
Bucks, the Utah Jazz, and the
Phoenix Suns. Out of all these
teams, only the Milwaukee Bucks
won their division last season. The
last few years, the 76ers have been
working on rebuilding their team
with young stars. They are now
very powerful with the addition of
Joe Embiid and Ben Simmons. The
Nets acquired the amazing trio of
James Harden, Kevin Durant, and
Kyrie Irving.
Sadly, this year, there have also
been many injuries to the best
players. Some of these injuries are

long-term, while others will only
last a few days. The Lakers
powerful duo of Anthony Davis
and LeBron James have endured
injuries, as have the Nets’ Kevin
Durant, the Hornets’ rookie
sensation LaMelo Ball, the
Warriors' Klay Thompson, and
the 76ers' Joel Embiid. All of these
injuries are as of March 24, 2021.
Which teams are not doing
well? Most teams are in the
middle, and only a few are at the
very bottom. The Detroit Pistons,
the Minnesota Timberwolves, the
Houston Rockets, and Orlando
Magic are not doing very well and
are all last in their divisions.
For all of you New York sports
fans out there, the New York
Knicks, as of March 24, 2021, are
sitting at a record of 22 wins and
22 losses. Julius Randle of the
Knicks is currently averaging 23.3

points per game, which is the
highest on the team. The other
New York team, the Brooklyn
Nets, are currently at a 30-14,
which is the fourth-best record
in the league. Kevin Durant of the
Nets is currently leading the
team with 29 points per game.
How is the NBA doing all of this
in the midst of the COVID-19
pandmeic? First off, they are
having a limited amount of
people in the stadiums. Players
are also being tested frequently.
If a player tests positive, they can
either quarantine for 10 or more
days following their positive test,
or they can test negative twice
with at least 24 hours in between.
Even though this season is
unlike the rest, like always, only
one team will come out on top.
We just have to wait and see
which team that will be!.

Video Game Review: Super Mario Odyssey

Book Review: Almost Home

By: Nazar Zavada

By: Gilian Siguencia

Super Mario Odyssey is a family-friendly game
about Mario and his new companion, Cappy,
who can become any hat and has superpowers.
There are a lot of places where you can travel
to, and there are many different places on the
game’s map. In the game, Princess Peach is
kidnapped by Bowser, and they have to have a
wedding, and Cappy and Mario have to quickly
defeat the mini bosses and try to find clues. I
enjoy playing this game a lot and I recommend
playing this as a two-player game. The game
itself is also very cool and the graphics on it are
pretty impressive for a Nintendo Switch.
There are also a lot of little Easter Eggs and

side missions. For example, in New Donk City, there
is a place, where, if you teleport, you can play the 8bit version of the Super Mario that came out in 1988.
Unlike the game from my previous review (Zelda
Breath of the Wild), this game has no bugs/glitches
that I know of, or at least I haven’t seen or heard
about any so far. Since Cappy is in the game, they
had to give him some powers. You can attach Cappy
to some enemies to control them. For instance, in
the first realm, you need to attach Cappy to a T-Rex
to climb a mountain! Overall, even though this game
has a pretty big price of $60, it is definitely worth it.
You can find Super Mario Odyssey on Nintendo
Switch.
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Loved by many, the book Almost Home by Joan Beauer focuses on twelve
year old Sugar Mae Cole’s life with her mother Reba. Abandoned by her father
at a young age, Sugar and Reba have been on their own for all of Sugar’s life.
One day when waiting for her mother, Sugar has an encounter that changes
her life forever. A very sad girl goes up to her and gives her a very shy puppy
in a blanket. The puppy’s name is Shush. Together Sugar, Reba, and Shush
face serious problems after they get kicked out of their home and head for
Chicago, where everything turns up empty promises.
However, by being in
close contact with her old
teacher Mr. Bennett, who
encourages her to write,
things seem to improve,
but will Sugar’s contact
with Mr. Bennett fix
everything?
This book is a heart
wrenching story that
captures the emotions of
the characters and the
settings of the book
amazingly. Joan Beauer
did a great job keeping
the story interesting with
adventures, while at the
same time capturing the
little
moments
beautifully.
I
would
absolutely
recommend
this book to any and
everyone
who
is
interested in it.
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Zack Snyder's Justice League Review
By: Frank Veve
Three years ago, the theatrical edition for
Justice League was released to receive mixed
reviews. The movie was released following
extensive reshoots that dramatically changed
the plot and feel of the film. Zack Snyder had to
leave the project following the passing of his
daughter. The studio brought in Joss Whedon to
shorten down the movie to a length of about two
hours. Personally, I think the movie was okay.
Steppenwolf, the villain, was incredibly onedimensional.
In March of this year the movie Zack Snyder
was originally going to make was released. This
movie feels complete and is much better than
the theatrical edition, though it has some
problems.
The performances are definitely a big part of
what made this movie stand out, particularly,
Ezra Miller's (The Flash) and Ray Fisher's
(Cyborg). If you were to look back on the original
cut of the film, Ezra Miller feels less like a hero,
and Ray Fisher’s storyline is almost fully
diminished. Zack Snyder has openly said that
Cyborg would be the heart of the movie, and he
is right.

A major plot point of this film is the relationship
of Cyborg and his father, Silas Stone. This was
completely glossed over in the released version.
My favorite part of this film, by far, is the battle
with Darkseid (Ray Porter) and the Atlanteans,
Greek Gods, Green Lanterns, Men, and
Amazons. The original version wasn’t as
complete as the one that was released.
I do have problems with this movie though.
The biggest and most apparent, in my opinion, is
the score. Junkie XL is not yet a good film score
composer. The tone of his music doesn’t fit the
tone of some scenes, along with the choice of
certain songs. This mostly shows in the scene
where Barry Allen, the Flash, saves Iris West.
The song doesn’t match what is happening. A
better fit for the moment would’ve been a quiet,
solitary, violin.
Overall, Zach Snyder’s Justice League was a
good movie. However, the score brings down
the film as a whole. I would give this film a B,
and would recommend it to anyone who’s a fan
of the D.C. Universe, because it gives the
characters more depth, and completes the story.

Dear Abby...
To submit to the Dear Abby column, fill
out
this
google
form:
https://forms.gle/iNY5v7cqTxzkDD1b7
Dear Abby,
This trimester, I’m in a Science that has
been pretty intense. About a week ago,
we got a project, but my teacher did
not give us any in class time to do it and
they didn't even let us put our emails in
the chat, so I didn't know the emails of
the people who were in my group and I
wasn’t able to reach out to them. But
then, 2 days before the project was due,
the teacher put us in breakout rooms
and I got to talk to my group. I managed
to finish the project the day before it
was due. Our group turned in our
projects on time but it was still kind of
crazy! What should I do if that happens
again?
From,
Scared in Science
Dear Scared in Science,
Everyone has had a group project
where everything goes wrong. I would
like to say that it seems that you
handled your problem very well, but if
you are put in the same situation again,
you should use others to help you. If
you don’t have your group members’
emails, the first thing you are going to
want to do is to talk to the teacher. If
you don’t feel comfortable doing so,
email your advisor about it and they
can get what you need for you. Once
you have these emails, communicate
with your group and maybe find a time
to meet outside of class just once so
you feel better prepared. This might
help to stop the last-minute craziness.
When or if a situation similar to this
does happen, you should reach out to
the people who can help you get what
you need to be successful! You got this!
Sincerely, Abby
Dear Abby,
Why do some teachers think that it’s
OK to give students work that is due on
Saturday or due on days of the week
over the break?

I actually had an assignment where
a teacher made our class turn in on a
vacation day. The teacher who had
work due on a Saturday hardly ever
gives our work back to us anyway, so
why have us submit homework on a
Saturday? It's not like they’re going
to grade it that Saturday. I know that
work is due in the week and I always
do my work, but work due over the
vacation or on a Saturday just feels
mean. Does this seem fair to you?
Done with Random Due Dates
Dear Done With Random Due Dates,
First off, let’s call you DWRDD (Done
With Random Due Dates) just to
make my life easier. And to answer
your question: no, I don’t think it
seems fair to you or to your class.
However, if a teacher assigns
homework at any time and gives you
at least a few days to work on it, you
really can’t complain. If they,
however, give you homework on a
Sunday night due Monday morning,
or something like that, I think it is
fair to talk to your teacher or advisor
about it. Homework during the break
isn’t always fun, but it is a good way
to continue to remember what it is
you're learning and to have
something to do that keeps you on
top of your feet. Hope that helps!
Sincerely, Abby
Dear Abby,
Is pineapple ok on pizza and is it a
mortal sin? -Chipotle Delivery
Dear Chipotle Delivery,
While I don’t usually answer such
odd questions like these, my opinion
is definitely different than others; I
do not believe pineapple on pizza is
a mortal sin. I think that it is actually
very yummy and I love it. If you
haven’t tried it, I suggest you or any
other doubters do before you call it
“gross” or whatever. To answer your
question,
Chipotle
Delivery,
Pineapple, at least in my opinion, is
definitely okay.
Sincerely,
Abby

Comics
By: Alden Shultis

WANT TO GET PUBLISHED?
Submit short stories, personal essays, poems, art and more to the Write Stuff, Center School's Literary
Magazine! Share it with Ms. Tacey at mstacey308@gmail.com
Want to look at last year's Lit Mag? Click HERE
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