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In the Zoom World, Center School Has
Changed So Much; What Should Go, Stay,
or Come Back?
over the place as they
By: Lucas Benjamin
The COVID lifestyle has taken so
many things away from us
educationally. The TACS show,
Friday clubs, in-person schooling,
the all-school trip, going out for
lunch, and the list continues.
When schools shut down last year,
most students were excited about
a 2-week break, but those two
weeks became a year, and that
year just kept on getting longer. I
think by now, almost all of us want
things to go back to normal. With
the vaccine rollout fully underway
it is time for us to focus on how
we should adjust back to the old
normal.
One of the main ways of
adjusting back to normal is letting
go of what we have right now. I
personally do not feel like there is
much to bring with us to inperson schooling, from online
school. Although if there is
anything we can take away from
this Zoom world, it is Google
Classroom. After asking a 7th
grader their thoughts on what
should be kept from the Zoom
world, they had one response:
“Google Classroom. It’s a lot more
organized and like, it gives you the
option to do things on Google
Docs, and kids won't miss as many
assignments.
Students
and
teachers will be able to keep track
of
work.”
Keeping
Google
Classroom would also make the
adjustment back to normal much
easier. Students are going to be all

adjust
back to in-person schooling
next
year,
and
Google
Classroom can help keep them
neat and organized.
Students are desperate to go
back to normal schooling, so I
don’t think that we should
really change any of the aspects
within schooling that we have
always had. After interviewing
multiple students, they were
not fans of changing much from
normal school. There was a
consensus to prioritize the
TACS show, clubs, and going
out for lunch as we adjust back
to normal, though. These things
are what make Center School
what it is, and we would be
nearly nothing without them.
When you really think about it
though, there is really no
reason to change how school
used to be. The only wonder is
how we will re-adjust to it.
There is no reason to change
how school used to be.
Obviously, we can write in small
tweaks, such as adding Google
Classroom. Yet we just have to
worry about how to adjust to
normal. There are subjects that
we have to prioritize in this
process. Safety should be a
concern, but soon enough,
nearly every student and
teacher will be vaccinated. Next
year, the first trimester is going
to be all about adjusting
mentally and physically to
normal. But after that, I am
confident that things are going
to run smoothly.
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Chauvin Verdict: Center School Students' Thoughts
By: Charlie Heeger
The police were not justified in the
way they treated George Floyd.
According to a survey done from our
own Center School students, most
said they were satisfied with the
guilty verdict against Derek Chauvin.
After 15 days of trial, the jury
convicted Derek Chauvin of seconddegree murder, third-degree murder
and second-degree manslaughter.
This trial was around a year after the
death of George Floyd, who had been
pinned on the ground for over eight
minutes after he was arrested for
using counterfeit money back in May
25th, 2020, almost a year ago. His
death was recorded on camera giving
vital evidence in the position.
The cause of Floyd’s death was a
major point of contention in the trial
with the defense saying that a mix of
drugs and exhaust from the squad car
caused his death.

For 11 hours the jury deliberated,
while the world held its breath,
waiting for the verdict. Derek
Chauvin can now go to prison for
upwards of 40 years as he was
convicted of 2nd-degree murder.
Around 70% of Center School
students who answered a poll were
satisfied with the verdict. Many
students shared their opinion of the
trial and policing in general. One
student wrote that,

“I think it was
unacceptable and
racist to kill George
Floyd for committing a
minor crime. I do think
it was murder.”

Another student wrote “No, they
weren’t justified in the handling of
George Floyd. I consider it to be
murder.”
When asked about policing as a
whole one student wrote “I think
that they handle things well, but
certain police like Derek Chauvin
have personal feelings, and I think
that there should be some extra
training
about
how
not
to
incorporate those feelings into their
very important jobs.”
In many different words, the
message from students was clear, the
police were not justified in the
handling of George Floyd and there
are major problems to be addressed
in the policing system.
To conclude, we can clearly see
that the law has finally gotten to
Derek Chauvin and that through the
voice of the jury and the people,
justice has been served.

Unrealistic Beauty Standard Created by Social Media Shaping the Mind of Teenagers
By: Maya Stone
Social media outlets today such
as Instagram or Tik Tok all create
unrealistic beauty standards for
teenagers and young adults who are
still developing and growing. People
choose to share the “picture
perfect” or more interesting parts
of their lives. But when you watch
someone's daily vlogs or posts from
vacations and you watch them
“thrive,” you can’t help but feel that
you aren’t good enough and that
you need to change yourself in
order to conform to society. Not
only does Social Media trigger
anxiety and depression, now it also
is triggering eating disorders,
especially in many young people.
When numerous photos of
Instagram or celebrities are shared
across different platform, teens
look to compare themselves. They
aspire to to look the same way as

Frisbee is back at Center
School!
Learn about how frisbee has
returned to Center School; when
they practice, what they do, and how
they play during COVID!
pg III

others do, creating a distorted
and unrealistic standard for their
own body. This can cause
teenagers to want to change
themselves and their bodies in
unhealthy ways. When people are
still growing and both their brain
and body are not fully formed
yet, they don’t understand this. It
makes sense that teenagers are
easily tricked into believing that
everything you see on social
media is completely accurate.
Teens may try to achieve this
standard that social media and
society's pressure has called
normal by developing harmful
behaviors which resemble an
eating disorder.
Additionally, social media
puts pressure on teens to change
things that they were initially
proud of.

Pro/Con: Have 8th Graders
Missed out on More Than
5th Graders This Year?
What has each grade missed out on
during COVID? Hear from different
students what they think, and what is
more important.
pg III
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Even the most confident teenagers
often still look for approval from both
their peers but also from social media
comment
sections
and
their
followers.
People can be seen in comment
sections of Instagram and Tik Tok
posts bringing down others who are
already confident and were brave
enough to post something. This is
hard for anyone to see but is
especially insensitive for those who
may not advertise their eating
disorder but are still in recovery.
Others may watch their friends
having fun together, making them feel
alone and excluded. This makes teens
feel like they are doing something
wrong and that they need to change.
To get another perspective on the
issue, several Center School students
were interviewed.
Continued on pg IV

20 Questions with Mr. Veve
Discover Mr. Veve's favorite books,
movies, heroes, and hobbies. Find out why
he became a teacher, what it's like
teaching on Zoom, his favorite TACS skits,
and so much more!
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Apps
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social media apps. Learn which apps are
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I’m Fearful of Taylor’s
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Taylor Swift had to re-record
her old album, and how this
album compares to her old
ones, and to her other albums.
pg III
PAGE I

The State Tests: 2021 Edition

Opinion: The Shooting of Daunte Wright

By: Josie Levin

By: Jonah Bonin
On April 11th, 2021, Daunte
Wright was a victim of yet another
act of police brutality. Just miles
away from Derek Chauvin's trial
over the killing of George Floyd in
Minneapolis, Daunte Wright was
pulled over by the police in his car.
He had a few moments of struggle
with the officers which were
followed by Minneapolis police
officer Kim Potter casting a round
of fatal shots towards Mr. Wright’s
chest. Although she claimed that
she thought she was using her
taser when she pulled out her gun,
there may be reason to suggest
that she was not.
According to ABC News, Potter's
handgun was holstered on the
“You never really can know if
right side of her duty belt and her
taser, which is yellow with a black what the officer did was a mistake,
grip, on the left. The taser was set but if she pulled the trigger, I think
in
a
straight-draw
position, she probably meant to.
meaning the defendant would have
to use her left hand to draw the
"Even if she meant to
taser out of its holster.
Also,
reach for her taser but
officer Potter has been a police
officer for 26 years, so it is very
she grabbed her gun
unlikely that what she did to Mr.
instead, she didn’t pull
Wright was a mistake for someone
who has been in the police force as
the trigger on accident.
long as she has. However, in the
Once you have a
body camera recording, it is very
weapon in your hand,
seemed Porter did intend to pull
out her taser. A student that would
you know what it is."
like
to
remain
anonymous
remarked

Once Potter pulled out
her weapon, an experienced
officer like her would tell
apart the different shape,
weight, feel, and grip of the
gun from a taser. She could
have easily told them apart.
The fact that this happened
is absurd. While having
something hanging out of
your window, as Wright did,
is illegal in Minnesota, I am
pretty sure that if the driver
of the car was white, he
wouldn’t have been treated
as aggressively, probably
wouldn’t have been arrested,
.

and definitely wouldn't have
been shot and killed.
Overall, what happened to
Daunte is just one of the many
examples of raw systemic racism
in our country. It has not been
the first, and unfortunately, will
definitely not be the last.
In order to get closer to
justice, speak up for what you
believe in; if you feel strongly
about the BLM protests, then
write letters, join (peaceful)
protests, and make sure that
your voice is heard and that
justice can be served in our
unjust society.

20 Questions with Mr. Veve
Questions By: Addy Fienman
1. Who is your favorite author
and what are some books you
love?
When you get to my age you
don't really have true favorites
anymore, but I realize I have
been reading Stephen King's
books since I was 10 years old.
He is the writer who made me
love reading. Some books that
really changed my life when I
read them were Beloved by Toni
Morrison, Slaughterhouse Five by
Kurt Vonnegut, Their Eyes Were
Watching God by Zora Neale
Hurston, Notes from No Man's
Land by Eula Biss, The Book of
Embraces by Eduardo Galeano,
American Gods by Neil Gaiman,
One Hundred Years of Solitude
by Gabriel García Márquez, and
Dubliners by James Joyce. I'll
never forget how moved and
inspired I was while reading
Becoming by Michelle Obama,
too.
2. What is an ideal weekend for
you?
No barking from the dog, no
smog,
and
Mama
cooked
breakfast with no hog.
3. What is a hobby or pastime of
yours?
I love reading and writing. I
work on writing poems and
short stories in my free time for
fun.
4. What are some of your
favorite bands or musicians?
I love Tom Waits, Sade, The
Pogues,

A Tribe Called Quest, Caetano
Veloso, Manu Chao, U2, Outkast,
Bob Dylan, Los Lobos, Bob Marley,
Howlin' Wolf, Nina Simone, Public
Enemy, Talking Heads, Paul Simon,
Louie Prima, Ismael Rivera, The
Clash, the ODB, John Coltrane,
Johnny Cash, Marvin Gaye, Hector
Lavoe, Ghostface Killah, Beastie
Boys, The Carter Family, John
Lennon, The Police, Boogie Down
Productions, Peter Gabriel, Frankie
Ruiz, Jim Croce, Patti Smith, Black
Star, The Smiths, David Bowie...the
list is literally too long to list here.
I have over 80,000 songs in my
iTunes library.

I had two friends die of COVID19 and was left to mourn their losses
from far away. I've felt so sad for my
students, especially the ones I have
seen struggling with the isolation
and lack of connection that the
quarantine forced them into. It was
heartbreaking to learn of Ms. Chin's
death and to think of never seeing
her lead the chorus in the night
show of TACS ever again. I miss my
mom and dad, too.
7. What has been a favorite movie
of yours that has recently come
out?

Borat Subsequent Movie Film. I like
5. Who is your hero or someone it!
you look up to and why?
8. What is your favorite part of
For much of my life I thought a teaching at Center School?
hero had to be someone famous,
but as I've gotten older, I've I love the energy that the students
realized that the real heroes in our bring
to
the
hallways
and
lives are the people who stand classrooms of the Center School.
right next to us every day. My hero There's nothing like it anywhere else
is Ms. Schwartz, who saw in the city.
something in me that she thought
would make a good teacher one 9. When you were younger, what
day and who always offers me her did you want to be when you grew
encouragement, the benefit of her up?
wisdom, and her unconditional
support and friendship. It's from Before I was a teacher I was a chef,
Ms. Schwartz that I learned that in and for many years I thought
order to be a good teacher you professional cooking was something
have to be willing to grow and I was going to do for the rest of my
open to learning new things every life.
day.
She's
the
sort
of
compassionate, caring, and loving 10. What was your favorite subject
person I try my best to be. What when you were in school and why?
Ms. Schwartz has built in the
Center School is an incredibly In high school I had two really great
heroic achievement.
English teachers, Beth George and
Mary Coulter, who started me in the
6. What has been one thing about direction of great writers and great
this
pandemic
that
has writing, and who really encouraged
particularly affected you?
me to pursue my own writing as
well.

THE CENTER SCHOOL GAZETTE

They
were
both
very
demanding teachers, but I
always knew they cared about
me and wanted the best for me.
11. What made you want to
become a teacher?
For years while I was still a chef
in Western Massachusetts I
taught poetry workshops for
high school students and in
after school programs for teens
who had been involved in gangs
in Holyoke, Mass. I loved doing
it, and the students responded
positively to my workshops. I
met the awesome Ms. Ryan in
the Summer of 2001 and she
told me about the Urban
Teaching Fellows program.
After 9/11 happened, I made the
decision to become a teacher
and I moved to New York City
in 2002.
Continued on pg V

As some of you may know, the NYC
wide State Test was completely optional
this year. Because of the pandemic, the
curriculum for NYC students has looked
very different from other years. With this
all going on DOE decided to make State
Tests optional, if you don’t take the test,
it doesn't affect your grades. This sparked
a debate between parents and students
alike; is it worth it to take a seemingly
meaningless test?
The State Test is an important part of
many students’ year during normal, inperson school. In the past, it helped
parents, teachers, and schools analyze
what children were capable of. Students’
scores might be used when applying to
middle school and high school. Statistics
demonstrated the ability of students and
how well they were being taught. That
being said, the DOE has stated that this
year, even the worst grade on the
standardized test won’t matter. Like
myself, some students felt indifferent
about the test and took it anyway.
Others may feel that the tests
determined their acceptance to high
schools in future years to come. Students
who prefer to not take this specific type
of exam opted out, as well as students
who felt it was not necessary. Some
parents make their children do it in order
to see where their child is grades-wise.
The tests have also been cut down
where the questions are all multiple
choice. This means that the tests are now
much easier than normal and also much
shorter.
For years there has been an ongoing
debate on whether or not the
Standardized Testing actually shows the
abilities of the school system and our
students. Many teachers have spoken out
against the tests. They raised the
argument that it's not an accurate
showing of the students' academic
achievements. Many believe that in some
districts grades don’t matter if you test at
least 80% of students. This is bad for
many schools, because most schools have
a high percentage of fully online students
who are essentially being forced to come
in, despite the “optional” branding this
test has received. Others have retaliated
by saying that the test scores will still be
in your permanent record, and you can
show them to high schools when
applying.
Whether or not you believe the
Standardized Tests do more good than
harm, both sides have good arguments
and wherever you stand, you should do
what's right for you. The State Test has
been around for a while, and in normal
years it can be helpful. This year has been
crazy, and I think that we can all agree
that test or no test, the important thing is
that we support each other in these
trying times.

PAGE II

Pro/Con: Have 8th Graders Missed out on More than 5th Graders this year?
Pro: Anya Eder

Con: Cindy Abdelhamid

8th graders have missed out on more
school life than 5th graders have. Although this
is a blunt statement, it is a true one. While 5th
graders have three more years of Center
School traditions, 8th graders have none.
While 8th graders often have lots of different
graduating traditions, 5th graders do not.
Simply put, 5th graders don’t know what they
are missing, while 8th graders have
experienced what school is like, and know the
different traditions that they are missing out
on. Although 5th graders do have to make new
friends and adjust to the school in a much
different way through Zoom, the 8th graders
are not going to be able to be a part of certain
events that in-person school would normally
provide.
If there was no pandemic, the 8th graders
would have had their last two TACS shows in
person. 8th graders in Tech would have been
able to run the show and manage 7th graders.
Not only that, but 8th graders would be able to
have an in-person 8th grade show as well as
other activities such as Prom, their last allschool trip, the trip to Ms. Schwartz’s house,
and ultimately, a “normal” graduation. As an
8th grader myself, I know that the 8th graders
are missing out on even the smallest of things;
many 8th graders still feel stuck in 7th grade
due to the fact that they have not been able to
manage group projects, be buddies to fifth
graders, and experience being the school’s
leaders.
Zoom doesn’t provide the feeling of leading
groups and being the tallest in the line for
bake sale. With Zoom, there isn’t even a bake
sale! Not only do I feel this way, but many

other 8th grade Center School students agree.
Isaac Lipman, an 8th grader, admitted, “I
think that in general everyone is having it hard
but especially this year's 8th graders.” Another
anonymous 8th grader agreed, “We didn’t have
the 8th grade trip. We are leaving and there
were a lot of other activities that we could have
had with our grade.” Claire Catena noted,
“Because we’re leaving middle school and we’ve
pretty much missed the last two years of our
middle school experience.” Even a fifth grader,
Dahlia Lief, acknowledged that 8th graders are
missing out more. She said, “I feel like all the
fun stuff is in eighth grade, you know the trip
and everything. And I feel bad for my sister
[Allegra Lief, 8th grader] and everything.” Not
only do 8th graders believe they are missing
out more, but it seems some 5th graders do as
well!
Although the situation is sad for both
groups of students, I believe, as do many
others, that the 8th graders are missing out
more than 5th graders. Just imagine being an
8th grader yourself. You have climbed the
Center School pyramid for four years now. You
have gotten to the top of the food chain and
what was once your “8th grade priorities” have
been ripped away from you and replaced with
the minimal priorities and opportunities online
school provides. 5th graders have many
chances to take advantage of all that Center
School has to offer, and these opportunities are
not stripped from them like they are stripped
from the 8th graders now through Zoom
school. 5th graders are all still at the bottom of
this pyramid. They all still have a lot of climbing
to do.

Have 5th graders missed out
more than 8th graders? I believe
so. Fifth Graders still don’t have a
complete idea of the school, and
have missed out some of the
landmarks of fifth grade with
virtual school. The loss can’t be
taken back. 8th graders already
know the school, they’ve had a
Field Day, a normal Halloween
party, an in person class. Everyone
knows them, and they know the
culture of the school. Fifth graders
don’t.
Let's see what some 5th graders
have to say. Bella, a 5th grader,
says “I think that we missed a lot
because we did not do a lot of the
normal traditions this year, and I
think that 8th graders already did
them 3 times!” I agree with Bella,
there were many traditions that we
have
missed.
Now
Charlie
Friedman another 5th grader says,
“Fifth graders have missed out
more because we don't get to have
the full fifth grade welcoming to
Center School. We know this
school so far as virtual school and
it's been hard for us. Eighth
graders have been in this school
for a few years. They know how
this school works, but fifth graders
don’t.”
I agree. I am a fifth grader and it's
pretty
hard
to
understand
everything and how this school
works. Pompie, a fifth grader

says, “I feel like it is a tie on how
much of each grade has missed
out on, however 5th graders have
missed a lot since we’re all new to
the school and we don’t have the
real fifth grade experience to start
at the Center School. We haven’t
met all the teachers yet and since
there are different cohorts we
don't know all of the kids in our
grade either. So fifth graders don't
really know how to properly
transition in the Center School.
And we don’t know a lot of people.
We all had a rough transition from
our school because of scheduling,
and things like that. But eighth
graders
already
had
that
experience but they also don't
have the full eighth grade
experience.”
I completely agree with all of the
students interviewed, fifth graders
have missed out on more. We
came to the Center School with
none of the normal get-to-know
the school events, Valentines Day
parties, Field Day, going out for
lunch, and more. While both
grades have missed a lot, their last
years at this wonderful school, I
firmly believe that fifth graders,
the ones still struggling to get to
know the school because of virtual
learning and crazy schedules, have
missed out more and don’t have a
full idea of the Center School
experience.

Do you have an idea for an issue you want discussed? Submit your ideas for the Pro/Con column in the June issue here: https://forms.gle/NiMaExgvHZwRocG28

I’m Fearful of Taylor’s New “Fearless”
By: Liza Greenberg
Taylor Swift has recently been making
global headlines with her new album,
Fearless, (Taylor’s Version). However, the
majority of the album was written,
produced, and released in 2008, when the
31-year-old singer was just 18. So why,
you might ask, would she decide to re-do
all of her most successful songs of the
past? Unfortunately, the answer is
something that happens to a lot of
Hollywood stars: she made enemies.
When Taylor Swift was a young and
upcoming singer, she signed with a small
Nashville record company to record her
albums. When she gained fame and
popularity, she wanted to buy back her
albums. The director of Big Machine
Records, Scott Borchetta, refused to give
the albums back to Taylor (to own the
rights) unless she left her current record
company and joined Big Machine Records.
She re-joined Big Machine Records.
However, Borchetta then sold the
company and left Taylor’s music at the
hands of Scooter Braun, Kanye West’s and
Justin Bieber’s former managers, both of
whom Taylor has “rivalries” with. Over the
years, Braun had made rude comments
about Swift, and publicly opposed her and
her music. Recently, she decided to take
control of her music by re-recording all
six albums, starting with Fearless (Taylor’s
Version), released on April 9th, hence the
“Taylor’s Version” on all the songs in this
new album.
Now, I am a huge Swiftie. I know the
lyrics to almost all of her songs. I have my
own personal rankings to the albums
(hint: her album Red is on top).
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But I hated this new version of Fearless for
a couple reasons. First of all, and this is no
surprise, Taylor’s voice has changed. Taylor
recorded the new version over a decade
later, and it is no surprise that her voice has
matured. However, this more mature,
softer voice does not match the style of
Fearless.
It goes well with her newer albums, both
Folklore and Evermore. Both of these
albums are slower, with more instrumental,
emotional songs, but Fearless is supposed
to be country, catchy, the style that makes
you want to get up and start singing along
in your PJs. Her younger, more country,
louder voice suits the vibe of this album
much better.
This brings me to my second point: it
was not nearly as catchy. I was in the car
with my mother when I listened to Fearless,
(Taylor’s Version) for the first time. I
couldn’t bring myself to sing along to any of
my favorites. Listening to the new "You
Belong With Me," one of Taylor’s biggest
hits and my first favorite song of hers, it felt
like listening to a song they play while you
are shopping at Loft or H&M. It had lost all
of its sparkle, the whole quality that just
makes you want to burst out and sing or
dance along. While I am no music expert, I
think there are a few things that changed
this quality. Part of it is her voice, but part
of it is also small changes made here and
there. They replaced some chords, and on
some notes Taylor does not reach as high
as she did in the original song. Her voice
also sounds more autotuned, compared to
the original. It is quieter and more
instrumental as well.

I can’t pinpoint it exactly, but it seems… off.
My third and final reason is the new
songs Taylor released as part of this album.
In addition to re-recording her original
songs, Taylor released five new songs as part
of this album, "Bye Bye Baby," "Mr. Perfectly
Fine," "We Were Happy," "That’s When," and
"Don’t You." While several of these songs,
particularly "Mr. Perfectly Fine," have done
incredibly well, I just don’t like that she
released them with this album.
I think it was an effort to try and
differentiate between the new and old
version, so “Taylor’s Version” seems more
special and unique, but I think it made the
album feel even more disjointed to me than
it already did. These new songs do not
match the same vibe of the original songs.

They are not classic or country at all, and I
don’t think they were her best work in
general. They would be much better suited if
Taylor had decided to release them in her
third album of the Folklore/Evermore trio,
which has been rumored to be released soon.
Overall, while the rest of Taylor Nation might
be smitten with Fearless (Taylor’s Version), I
can’t bring myself to listen to it. It feels like
an impostor trying to recreate something
that once was. While I stand by Taylor in her
music, and I believe she should own the
rights to her songs. I think she should move
on to new and better things, instead of
getting bogged down re-recording hit songs
and, honestly, stripping away a lot of the
charm. Let’s just say, I’m fearful for what
comes next.
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The 2021 Oscars
By: Josie Levin and Dahlia Lief
The Oscars were a bit odd this year to
say the least. With fewer people there, it
felt a little empty. We also did not get to
see the usual show clips and lines from
the movies like normal. With that all being
said, the Oscars were something that
made things feel less like a pandemic and
more like a normal year. Just seeing
people without masks was refreshing. Not
to mention this tradition that has been
huge for many decades returning, maybe
not in full stride but its certainly taking
the necessary steps.
The movie Nomadland, directed by
Chloe Zhao, won Best Picture. I saw
Nomadland and thought that it was a very
beautiful and personal film that showed
that everyone is searching for something.
In my opinion, it was deserving of the Best
Picture award. On the topic of Nomadland,
Chloe Zhao won Best Director at the
Oscars for that movie, only the second
woman in history to do so.
Another one of the nominees I enjoyed
was Crip Camp. It was a serious film that
had elements of all the people involved
that together made an amazing viewing
experience. Sadly it did not win, although
it was my personal favorite of the movies I
had seen.

The Oscars also had fewer films this
year. Fewer movies came out, so there
was less to feature. In some cases they
showed movies that came out last year,
such as Crip Camp. It is an interesting
dilemma. This has never happened before.
There have been years where fewer
movies come out but not to this degree.
The Oscars revolve around movies that
get people excited to watch, and lots of
them. I am interested to see if this
changes their dynamic in the future.
Even with the incredible films that did
come out, the Oscars views were down
58%. Many people chose not to watch
them, which was a huge change from the
usual outlook on this 93 year old tradition.
Almost none of my friends had watched
the Oscars, and I found myself looking for
people that had. After I interviewed most
of my homeroom I found that only one
watched the Oscars, and even then they
only watched half. The person that I
talked to said that it was slow and boring.
The others mostly agreed on the fact that
with the pandemic it was no fun, even
going as far as saying it was pointless.
There was a lack of the usual chatter
about the Oscars winners, showing that
viewers had decreased from last year.

Because of the pandemic, the Oscars
were less exciting and fewer people were
anticipating the big reveal of the winners.
And with the abrupt ending, its fate was
sealed.
After the Oscars ended with nothing,
those who did watch it were left confused
and upset. No one came up to receive the
final award, so it ended. No sign off, or joke.
This caused the overall view on this year's

Oscars to go from slow to sloppy.
I was excited to watch the Oscars this
year, because I wanted a taste of something
normal, but this was just a little off.
All in all, this year was a bit of a
disappointment so far, but I think we should
stay optimistic. The future looks bright, and
when we get there, we will be able to see
that we were lucky to have the Oscars this
year, even if they weren’t perfect.

Is Lifting the Mask Mandate Putting People at Risk?

Frisbee is Back at Center School!

By: Justice Repucci

By: Grace Spence

Currently about half of states do not
require people to wear a mask in public.
These states argue that returning to a
sense of normalcy outweighs the cons and
possible dangers lifting the mask mandate
brings. Some of the most populous states
have lifted their mandate, and more are
likely to follow in their footsteps.
Texas and Florida, the second and third
most populous states, respectively, have
decided to lift their state mask mandates.
Texas, one of the first states to lift the
mandate, only has 36% of their overall
population vaccinated. Florida, a state
with one of the largest populations of
older Americans, only has 39% of their
population at least half vaccinated.. About
a dozen states never had a mask mandate
during the Coronavirus pandemic.
After lifting their mask mandate, Florida
Governor DeSantis revoked the power of
the government to fine businesses for not
having mask requirements. Even the chief
school commissioner in Florida wants
mask mandates to be lifted in schools,
which has received pushback from some
parents. Not requiring kids to wear masks
at schools would likely put kids at more
risk as most kids are not yet eligible to be
vaccinated.
The mask mandate has saved millions
of lives, as studies have shown that masks
stop the spread of the virus by blocking
virus particles from circulating to others.
Removing mask mandates could have a
devastating effect on the health of our

population, even when many adults are
fully vaccinated. People who are
vaccinated can still be carriers of the virus
and infect other people as well as contract
the virus themselves! Doctors are
concerned that coronavirus variants are
emerging because there are too few
people vaccinated. It has not been
determined what a safe threshold might
be to lift the mask mandate, but it would
seem that a vast majority of people should
be vaccinated before we can go out
without a mask. In New York state, 5.87
million are vaccinated, or 30.2% of the
population, with the government still
requiring mask wearing.
During the height of COVID-19, most
states had mask mandates, but some had
“local” mandates where they could decide
if they were going to require mask
wearing. As hundreds of thousands of
Americans get vaccinated each day, lifting
the mask mandate seems to become more
logical to many people. After wearing a
mask for over a year now, many are ready
to get back to normal life. There are
significant numbers of “anti-maskers” who
have resisted wearing a mask during much
of the pandemic and consider it an offense
against their freedom. Some people and
politicians believe masks have not done
much to stop the spread of the virus,
which will overall lead to this devastating
effect on those states and cost them
masses of lives.

Is Nostalgia Cramping Hollywood's creativity?
By: Daniel Shamir
Hollywood scarcely releases new franchises
these days. They just milk the old ones for all
they’re worth. Toy Story 5 is coming out in a
few years, along with Tarantino movies, and
if truth be told, they haven’t initiated
anything original for a long period of time. A
few people at the school share my views on
this matter.
An anonymous 8th grader mentioned that
Hollywood's style is “basic.” “It’s just the
same thing over and over again. We don’t get
anything different from what we had before.”
I had to agree with them, for they made an
excellent point in their argument. Jackson
Leroi Widoff-Woodson agreed with this too.
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“I feel like Hollywood movies are
formulated. For example, Kong vs. Godzilla.
Even in the old films in the franchise, it’s
basically the same plot line. It’s too similar.” I
agreed with this, for he made a good point,
although I did not want to.
An anonymous 7th grader has the
explanation to this question. “I think that
the meaning of life is to live. And Hollywood
isn’t living. It’s all in the past. They don’t
start new franchises, they are just stuck in
the behind. It’s not as diverse. Not many
minorities exist in either the cast or the
producers. They really need to move out of
the behind and into the ahead." The point

This Spring the frisbee team is back! Our
frisbee team, coached by Mr. Walkup and
Mr. Verdejo, practices once a week on
Thursday afternoons from 2-5 pm in the
Center School yard. Anyone in Susan B.
Anthony or John Lewis is welcome to join.
Anyone is welcome to join the team, and it’s
okay if you don’t have so much practice
because you’ll learn. Because of COVID, they
won’t be having any games against teams
from other schools, though they do play
games during practice.
The average practice for the ultimate
frisbee team starts with a warm up of
throwing the frisbee back and forth. Then,
the team does a bunch of drills all together
for practice, and after that they play a
scrimmage, an unofficial game without
points. In this case the scrimmage is just
with our team, because it’s not safe or
sanitary to play with other schools.
COVID doesn’t actually affect frisbee so
much, the only difference from usual is that
now masks are required at all times, and
they’re not playing other teams.
these intellectuals have made are
very valid, as they are from Jersey.
I was forced to accept the
difficult truth: Hollywood is stuck
in the past. So there you have it.
Lots of people in this educational
facility deem it true that
Hollywood is stuck in the past.
They don’t really make new
franchises, they just milk the old
ones for all they can. Even then,
the plot line is the same. We've
seen many people's views, and
they all point to the same
actuality. Hollywood is old, and
they need some new material.
New
franchises,
even
old
franchises with contemporary
plot lines. They need to move into
the future and get out of the past.

In terms of drills and scrimmages almost
all drills can still be played while social
distancing, and frisbee isn’t a contact sport,
so that's fine too.
So, if you’re interested in frisbee, you can
join the Center School ultimate frisbee team,
and have practice on Thursday with the
team. Just email misterverdejo@gmail.com

Unrealistic Beauty Standard Created by Social
Media Shaping the Mind of Teenagers
Continued from page I
An eighth grade student who wish to go unnamed
said, “on social media you are constantly comparing
yourself to tons of people who you see online which
people posed for creating unrealistic standards.
Additionally, you can’t compare yourself to edited
photos, someone doesn’t look the way they look on
platforms such as Instagram all the time or even most
of the time.” Everything said by this student was
completely accurate and makes sense. Statistically,
eating disorder rates have gone up now that social
media has become more popular and a bigger part of
the everyday lives of teenagers. A teen has a very
interesting perspective on the topic as they face
repercussions of the effect of social media each day but
a therapist also shares professional knowledge on the
topic. Almost all therapists will tell you the same thing,
“people can and may develop an eating disorder after
watching others whom they aspire to look like. Social
media is a very real trigger so it is important to keep
everything in perspective when scrolling, always.”
It is important to keep things in perspective and
remember that the things you see on social media have
been edited and do not show the full picture. You
should never compare yourself or your body to anyone
else.
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Is the Website Omegle Safe?

My Advisory Day This Year Compared to Years Past

By: Caleb Garutti

By: James Byrd

The website Omegle is a free online
chat website that allows its users to
socialize with each other randomly and
without knowing who you are socializing
with. The service randomly pairs users in
1-on-1 video chat sessions where you are
able to talk with other people. Omegle
also offers a text chat option, where you
can only send messages to strangers, and
not show your face and talk face-to-face
to them. There are pros and there are
cons to Omegle, but overall, it is a useful,
but hazardous website.
There are pros to Omegle, even if it
sounds like a dangerous website. Some
advantages to Omegle include a diverse
and huge audience on the website. Also,
you can make new connections and
friends through the website, or even get
connected with someone you know. Also,
when you are video chatting with
someone, and switch to the next person,
you are guaranteed to talk to someone
else, so it is a different person and

experience every time. An anonymous 7th
grader named said, “Omegle is a great
platform where you can meet anyone!”
Though there are pros to Omegle, there
are also many cons. Omegle attracts bad
people
like
cyberbullies,
stalkers,
scammers, and trolls. It is not a safe place
for kids and can be dangerous for anyone
too. It is not a place you should go to find
your new friend, and you shouldn’t be
going on Omegle 24/7. Omegle has a
reputation for shocking and unpredictable
content on video chat, which is not safe
for kids because you don’t know who you
will be paired with next.
Overall, Omegle has its good and bad
aspects, but it shouldn’t be used by kids,
and I firmly believe that despite the pro’s,
Omegle isn’t safe.

This year’s Advisory Day was on Monday,
April 26, and all advisories participated in
different activities. Advisory Day is an
annual event that happens at the Center
School. It’s an afternoon off of school to do
fun activities with your advisory. Before
COVID, we used to have two Advisory Days
throughout the year, one in the beginning
of the year and one around now, in the
spring. In the past though, we would have
many more opportunities to do many more
things, travel places, and have fun with our
advisory. And although I had a lot of fun and
still did exciting things, Advisory Day this
year did not compare to Advisory Days in
the past.
This year, my advisor is Mr. Eckrich and
we went to the park along with Ms. Ryan.
Both advisories met on the steps of the
Natural History Museum at 11:00, and we
left for the park at around 12:00. We got
food from Shake Shack, and we ate in a
small field by the great lawn.

When we finished eating lunch we
played two activities. The first one was a
relay race, with different positions; there
was hop on one foot, crawl, run backward,
and finally sprint.
The second activity was a blindfolded
frisbee game. Someone would be
blindfolded while the rest of the advisory
would direct them to the frisbee that was
thrown.
This Advisory Day was fun for me, and
even though it didn’t have as many
activities, the ones we did have were fun.
It was really an Advisory Day though.
There were many things that we couldn’t
do during the pandemic. Last year, my
advisory went on an eating tour
downtown, and we had tacos, chicken
wings, french fries, and ice cream. Those
are all hard things to do during COVID.
This advisory didn’t really compare to
the last, but for what we were capable of
doing it was really fun.

20 Questions with Mr. Veve
Continued from pg II
12. What is a good book to read as a middle
schooler?
I think that S.E. Hinton's The Outsiders is
pretty much the perfect book to read when
you are in middle school. One thing I can tell
you is you should read whatever you want to
read, even if some adult comes up to you and
says that the book is "inappropriate" to read.
There are too many adults saying that to kids
these days for my liking.
13. What is the funniest thing that has
happened in your career?
There are so many to choose from! One that
comes to me right now was the filming of
the "Coming to America" movie Mr. Holst
and I made for the Winter Show back in
2016. (We set it to the song by Neil
Diamond.) We were riding to South Ferry on
the 1 Train with the cast, which included a
shirtless boy in a Russian MAGA cap dressed
as Vladimir Putin riding a horsey down the
middle of the subway car while kids dressed
as various immigrants and robots stood
holding the subway poles. We shot footage
on the Staten Island Ferry that day, too. I'm
always amazed and impressed by how easy it
is for most New Yorkers to completely

ignore anything strange going on around
them.
14. Why do you like the Red Sox?
My very first baseball memory is of Carlton
Fisk waving his home run fair to win Game 6
of the 1975 World Series when I was 6 years
old. Fenway Park is the greatest place to see
a baseball game in world. It's not always easy
to be a Red Sox fan in New York City, but I'd
rather be one than root for the Yankees,
who play in a giant boring food court. Switch
to the Mets, kids. Citifield is so much better.
15. What is your favorite TACS skit you and
Mr. Holst have done so far?
It's a tie between our adaptation of "Cat on a
Hot Tin Roof," Billy Joel's "Piano Man," the
giant squid in "Shoo-Lie-Loo," and when we
had Aramis sing Bread's '70's song "Make it
With You." We had the kids dressed as
sandwich pieces laying on top of each other
onstage for that one. One kid in the skit told
us his dad said it was "the stupidest thing he
had ever seen." Those are the reviews Holst
and I treasure.
16. Where are you originally from?
I was born in Ann Arbor, Michigan where my
parents met at college but only lived there

for a month before I moved to Puerto Rico,
where I lived until I was 4. From ages 5 to 18 I
lived in Falls Church, Virginia about 8 miles
outside of Washington DC. I moved to
Amherst, Massachusetts for college and
stayed there for 15 years, and I've lived in
New York City since 2002.
17. Did you only know Mr. Holst from
teaching together? Or did you meet
another way?
I met Mr. Holst in September of 2002 when
we were Urban Fellows. He was at Center
School and I was at Computer School 2, and
we used to have this seminar together and
after the meetings we'd always hang out and
talk by the 72nd Street subway station. When
I started at Center School in 2003 we
became roommates. He's like the brother I
always wished I'd had, and the kind of friend
I know I can always count on and can tell
anything to. I'm so thankful to have him in
my life.
18. How old were you when you became a
teacher?
I didn't start teaching in the DOE until I was
33 years old. I feel lucky that I'd had a lot of
terrible jobs before I started teaching.

19. How has this pandemic affected you as a
teacher?
This pandemic has reminded me as a teacher
how important truth, reality, and actual facts
are in this world, and how essential it is for
people to be able to think critically. The
number of so-called adults I see spreading
misinformation about the Covid-19 vaccines
reminds me just how fragile truth and
common sense are in a time where people
with no scientific or medical training can
pretend they understand medicine because
they read something on the internet. The
need for and value of education has never
been more evident in my lifetime now that
we have all these graduates of "Internet
University" spreading their idiotic and
harmful ideas about science, medicine, and
government.
20. Is teaching online hard for you?
Teaching online has been one of the great
professional challenges of my life. It's been
incredibly humbling to have to try to
replicate and recreate what I do in a
classroom over Zoom, and I can't wait to be
back in the classroom 5 days a week.

Will Vaccines for Kids Soon be an Option?
By: Charlie Friedman
No kids are getting the vaccine yet.
As the vaccine has started, we started
out with the frontline workers, elderly
higher than 75, then 65 and older
getting the vaccine, then people with
health conditions getting the vaccine,
and now kids 16 and up can get the
vaccine. Right now anyone can get the
vaccine who is older than 16. Anthony
Fauci, a disease expert, said that he
thinks all kids will be able to get the
vaccine by the beginning of 2022. The
vaccines are very important to people.
They are helping people a lot from
getting Covid-19. Some kids at the
Center School have opinions about
getting the vaccines if they could get
it. “Why wouldn’t I?” said Samara
Fredricks (seventh grade). “I would get
the vaccine so that I am safe and keep
my friends and family safe!” said
Sammi Bernstein (seventh grade).
Many parents want their kids to get
the vaccine to keep them safe. Many
pediatricians say kids should get the
vaccine once it is approved to be safe.
People don’t know if it is safe for kids
yet.

It might have side effects for people
younger than 16, so we don’t know if
it is safe yet. We do know it is safe for
16 years and older. “Children,
particularly younger kids, probably
aren’t super-spreaders of SARS-CoV2, as they are for viruses including
influenza.” Researchers are aware
Covid-19 vaccine trials in kids will get
extra exploration.
More people also had opinions about
getting the vaccine if they could. “I
would want to and if you can I would
do it, just to be extra safe,” Kate
Henry, and sixth grader said. “Yes,
because I want everyone to stay safe
by getting the vaccine. It helps
prevent Covid and getting Covid and
preventing yourself from getting
Covid.” said Lulu Yost (sixth grade).
Kids at Center School all agree to get
the vaccine. Mr. Eckrich (a teacher at
The Center School) would want his
kids to get the vaccine. He said his
son is vaccinated and if he could, he
would want his daughter as well if it
was allowed. He would want to get his
daughter the safest vaccine.
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He said probably Moderna. Mr. Veve,
(another teacher at The Center
School) would definitely plan on
getting his kids vaccinated as soon as
one is available for them in New York
City. “It's going to be a crucial step in
getting us back to something that
resembles normal life.” He also said
he thinks that vaccines are very
important. He wants to listen more to
scientists and doctors, and less to
people who Google random things on
the internet. He would like to get
whatever Dr. Fauci recommends.

PAGE V

The Real Deal of Social Media Apps
By: Ripley Jones
Many social media websites and apps are considered
“questionable” right now in terms of safety. Read on to find
ones are safe to keep, and which you should delete!
TikTok - Most tweens and teens nowadays own the app,
TikTok. This app is safe most of the time,, but you should
still have to be careful. TikTok does a great job of taking
down all the inappropriate content, but you should always
be cautious!
YouTube - This app is not completely safe because it is
accessible to anyone with a device. YouTube has an okay
system. In order to see certain things you have to sign in.
There is a famous phrase that I think really relates through
this app: “If the app doesn’t cost anything you are the
product.” YouTube overall is not the safest app but judging
from the fact that tons of people use it, you should be fine.

Instagram - Instagram is as safe you make it. Like some
other apps, some content can be a little inappropriate, but
as long as you stay away from that, you'll be okay. However
much information you put in your posts can contribute to
this result so if you slip your address you can be in big
trouble! On the flip side, if you are careful with your
behavior this app is totally for you.
Twitch - Twitch is an app used for gaming, and since this
app is very specific to one subject it is mostly safe, but for
this app and for all apps, always err on the side of caution.

Facebook - Facebook is a fun way to meet other people
from across the world, but be careful who you meet! Some
people use Facebook as a funny website to troll people and
make fun of them, so keep this in mind if you are using it. If
you are going to use this app I recommend it, but be careful
as always!
Twitter - Twitter is a community in which you interact with
other people with "tweets." Twitter is mostly safe, because a
lot of people use it. However there are fake and scary
people on Twitter!
Discord - Discord, from what I can see, is pretty safe! You
have to accept friend requests to interact with friends,
which adds another level of security. But, as always, there is
a matter of cyberbullying to deal with and a lot of
inappropriate content. Like the other apps if you are careful
with what you do you should be okay.

YouTube Kids - This app is 100% safe. Most teens wouldn’t
use this app since it has the word "kids" in it, but if your
heart desires this app, it is great for your privacy, comfort
and content.

Most social media apps are great, but some can be
extremely dangerous. As long as you post what is
comfortable to you, that's great but if you post something
bad you might be in big trouble!

A Sneak-Peek into a Day of In-Person Learning

The History of Memorial Day

By: Bella Glean

By: Pompie Yannopoulos

Although I am a remote student, I have
gotten to know several students that are in
the hybrid model. Sometimes, being all
remote is great, but other times it can be
hard, since you don't get to see your friends
inside of school. Pompie Yannopoulos, a 5th
grader, says, “I like hybrid school. Since I am
a fifth-grader at the Center School I get to
be in school in-person along with people. I
think it is a great way to get to know people
during COVID-19 for the options we have
and what is available for us during this time.
I have also made a lot of friends from it other
than online and during class. And it is better
than having it online since I do find it hard to

focus at home and if you can go to school it
is great since it is easier to focus and if you
have questions for your teachers you can
just go to your teacher’s homeroom and ask
them. I find it very fun. But that is just my
opinion.”
There are many things that the Center
School does to protect the students. Ms.
Berkery says, “We move all of the tables so
that it is six feet apart. We also open the
windows and there is an air purifier. In the
morning
we
check
the
students'
temperatures."
Overall, in-person school seems like a
great and safe place to make connections
with friends and learn.

Memorial Day is a national holiday that
happens every year on the last Monday of
May. This year it falls on May 31st.
Memorial Day was called Decoration Day,
and it was created to honor specifically
those who died serving the U.S. in the Civil
War. The first time Decoration day was
celebrated was May 30th, 1868. In 1873
New York made Memorial Day a legal
holiday, and three years after the Civil War
many states had also made Memorial a
legal holiday. Not until after World War I,
in 1971 was Memorial day considered a
national holiday that was celebrated to
honor people who died while serving in
the U.S. military.

This holiday is celebrated by decorating
the fallen soldier’s graves with flowers and
also reciting prayers. Usually, it is people
who have family members who died in a
war that put flowers on soldier’s graves.
Memorial Day this year isn’t going to be
that affected by Covid. You can still
celebrate it the same it just might be a
little different. Usually, there are parades,
but now, because of Covid, there probably
won’t be parades. It is still safe to pay your
respects to fallen soldiers at cemeteries,
and luckily Covid-19 doesn’t affect
Memorial Day unofficially signifying the
start of Summer. the summer season.

May the Fourth be With You
By: Elena Smith
May 4th is National Star Wars Day, a big
day for Star Wars fanatics, celebrating one of
the most famous movie franchises that
began in 1977 and has been going strong ever
since. The date is a play on the catchphrase
from Star Wars, “May the force be with you,”
turned into a day for Star Wars fans to enjoy.
When the first movies came out, the special
effects and characters were one of a kind. In
the 44 years since fans first were introduced
to the Star Wars world, new movies and
trilogies, backstories, video games, and
television shows have been developed. Star
Wars merch was popular too. Action figures,
collectors items, T-Shirts, and toys sold fast.
Personally I liked Star Wars, but I’m not a
fanatic. The originals and recent movies
were my favorites and, in my opinion, the
best written. I also loved Baby Yoda in The
Mandalorian and enjoy the video game
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Battlefront that they made more recently.
But in order to get more opinions on the
franchise, I asked some other students.
According to Josie Levin, “I would also say
that I like the older ones better, because
they are classic, but I still enjoyed the newer
ones.” Oren Gaffney was brief, “I like the
newer ones best.” It seems most kids either
like the originals or the latest movies, but no
one likes the prequels. Whichever camp
you’re in, there is something for everyone in
the world of Star Wars.
From A New Hope to Rise of Skywaker, and
to Attack of the Clones, Star Wars has been a
full-on pop cultural phenomenon that
everyone knows. From 1977 to today, the
series goes on. Star Wars Day, May the
Fourth, is a day when all Star Wars lovers
celebrate these stories we’ve all come to
love.

Why is Netflix Losing so Many of Our Favorite Shows?
By: Sarana Shafter
People are angry over where all their
favorite shows gone. The short answer is
that Netflix has been losing its shows to
other streaming platforms such as Disney +
and Peacock. Why is this happening? Just a
few years ago Netflix was the only
streaming service, but now there are many,
and new ones are appearing all the time. In
the past, Netflix rented shows made by
other studios but once the time is up on
those contracts the shows go back to the
people who made them. Those creators
realized Netflix was gaining more
popularity than them so they launched
their own streaming services like HBO
Max, Discovery+ and Peacock.
Christina Wayne is a Creative Executive
at Amazon Studios who has developed and
overseen many important television shows
including Breaking Bad and Mad Men. Her
explanation for why Netflix is losing our
favorite shows is: “Traditionally those
types of shows are broadcast shows
because they aired on broadcast networks.
Studios are different from networks.
Studios actually own the show and they
physically produce the show. Then they
put it on NBC, CBS, or a cable channel.

The Office was on NBC. After it aired on
NBC they sold it to other places. That's
called a second window. So they sold it to
Netflix for their second window. All of
these places who own these shows like
Friends or The Office, the companies wised
up and said Netflix is making all this money
off of our shows we need to start making
the money ourselves.” So when the Netflix
contracts for these shows expire, the
studios are pulling their shows to launch
their own streaming services.
I asked Roy Ashton who is the Head of
the TV Literary and Packaging Department
at the Gersh Agency where he helps clients
sell and package television projects at
major networks, cable stations, and
streaming services, what shows he thinks
are going to leave Netflix next he said,
“recently Criminal Minds was number one
on Netflix it was originally on CBS and is
owned by CBS. CBS gets to decide where it
goes next. CBS started their own streaming
service, Paramount Plus. Paramount Plus
wants to catch up and have as many
subscribers as Netflix they want to get to
90 million subscribers they think putting
Criminal Minds on there service will
attract customers.”

PAGE VI

Entertainment Page
MLB Update

Godzilla vs. Kong Review

By: Leif Riedout

By: Frank Veve
This is a movie that I was somewhat
excited for. I remember watching
the 2014 Godzilla movie for the first
time and being blown away. The only
problem was that I was only seven. I
am
now
a
fourteen-year-old
watching this movie that has been
released in theaters and HBO Max.
The action sequences are very good
in this movie. However, almost every
scene with the human characters is
boring and poorly paced. It feels like
the movie is trying to have some
filler between fight scenes. I think
that there are some good things in
this movie, though.

I like Godzilla movies. I’ve watched
a bunch of them throughout my life.
The one from 2014 actually still
holds up when I watched it again.
You obviously don’t care about any
of the humans, but they can add
something to it. This movie doesn’t
understand that. However, the fight
scenes are amazing. The visual
effects in this movie look great and
have an incredible attention to
detail. For me, that’s about it. I
enjoyed the fights, but the human
characters destroyed the flow of the
movie. It felt like a cash-grab.
I would rate this movie 2.5/5

Some of the top baseball players so far throughout the 2021 MLB season

The MLB season is off with the
crack of a bat! This season has
just started but is action-packed.
Although it is too early to tell
who is going to make the
playoffs and who won’t, we can
definitely watch out for the
teams that are doing well. The
Boston
Red
Sox,
Seattle
Mariners, Oakland Athletics,
Cincinnati
Reds,
Milwaukee
Brewers, Kansas City Royals, and
Los Angeles Dodgers are all
teams we should keep an eye out
for.
The Red Sox have definitely
surprised fans of baseball. They
went from being the worst in
their division in 2020, to one of
the best teams in the league in
2021.
The Athletics also have been
surprising. They started off their
season with six straight losses,
but totally turned it around.
Some fans think that the
Dodgers, who won the World
Series over the Rays last year,

will set a record for most wins
in a season. The New York
Yankees, which are many New
Yorkers' favorite team, are not
doing as well.
Many different players are also
doing great. Some of the best
players right now are Atlanta
Braves outfielder Ronald Acuña
Jr., Los Angeles Angels duo of
pitcher/hitter Shohei Ohtani
and outfielder Mike Trout, San
Diego
Padres
shortstop
Fernando Tatís Jr., Boston Red
Sox outfielder J.D. Martinez. The
Cleveland Indians pitcher Shane
Bieber as well as the New York
Yankees pitcher Gerrit Cole and
the Milwaukee Brewers pitcher
Corbin Burnes are all playing
well.
Due to COVID-19, last year’s
season was only 60 games long,
with no fans in the ballparks
during the regular season. In the
playoffs, only the National
League Championship Series and
World Series had fans at limited

Book Review: City of the
Plague God
By: Gilian Siguencia
In an amazing series of events, the book
City of the Plague God by Sarwat Chadda
focuses on thirteen-year old Sikander
“Sik” Aziz. He is a normal kid living in New
York City and works in his parents' family
deli. This book tells the story of how one
night turned his life upside down. A
Mesopotamian god, Nergal, comes into
Sik’s life and will do anything to get what
Sik's family is hiding, even if he has to turn
every inhabitant of New York into a
monster to reach his goal. Mo, Sik’s big
brother was born in Iraq, and Nergal
suspects him as the person to have stolen
from the god. Sik has to join forces with
Ishtar, the goddess of love and war, and
her adopted daughter, Belet, to try to save
the city. Will their forces be enough to
stop Nergal and save the city or will New
York be destroyed once and for all?
This book is full of adventure and
drama and the way Sarwat Chadda
explains the book in great detail you may
never want to stop reading. The author
does an amazing job at making the reader
feel like they are experiencing this
adventure along with Sik. I would
definitely recommend this book to the
type of people who like adventure and
action stories.
THE CENTER SCHOOL GAZETTE

attendance.
This year is scheduled to go
the full 162 game regular season.
Different stadiums are allowing
different amounts of fans to
come.
In baseball, there is a very rare
thing called a no-hitter. That is
when a pitcher pitches a whole
game, and does not allow anyone
to hit the ball and get on base. In
a no-hitter, batters still get on
base by being walked. This
season, there have already been
two no hitters! They were
thrown by the San Diego Padres’
Joe Musgrove on April 9, 2021,
and the Chicago White Sox’s
Carlos Rodón on April 14, 2021.
Both of these were one walk
away from a perfect game.
Although some teams are
playing worse than others, we
can definitely look forward to
the playoffs and all the games
that are happening around the
country. What an exciting start
to the season!

Dear Abby...
To submit to the Dear Abby YouTube,
and
other
column, click HERE
problematic options. When
in
class,
also
remind
Dear Abby,
yourself to turn off your
I
am
having
trouble phone or hand it in to your
focusing on class. I don’t parents, to avoid checking
know how to solve it. How text messages or things like
do I stop getting distracted TikTok. Follow these steps
by other things?
and you might be on your
From, Mr. Unfocused
way closer to going from
Mr. Unfocused to Mr.
Dear Mr. Unfocused,
Focused. Hope that helped!
Many
students,
even Sincerely,
myself, have had this Abby
problem. It’s very hard to
focus in a class, especially Dear Abby,
on Zoom when there are I’m overwhelmed with all of
several distractions. What I my work from all of my
would do is find a nice, classes. I procrastinate a lot
quiet place wherever you and I can’t stop. Do you
live. Make a little area to have any methods to stop
work
there:
a
desk, my procrastinating?
decorations, pencils. Once Thank you from
you have a nice spot to do Overwhelmed Owl
your work, be sure to close
all tabs but Zoom, unless Dear Overwhelmed Owl,
you have to have some Your problem is something
website
or
Google almost
EVERY
student
Classrooms open for the struggles with, so I know
class. This will help you how you feel. Whether you
refrain you from checking dislike an assignment, you
things, like your email, don’t know how
going on

Treat in Heaven with Levin:
Strawberry Shortcake
By: Josie Levin
Summer is in the air and I was in
the mood for something fruity. So
today
I
made
a
strawberry
shortcake. Strawberry shortcake is a
refreshing spring dessert that is a
family favorite. That being said I had
a few notes. First, the sugar to
strawberry ratio was way off. There
was too much sugar, and it never
dissolved properly. Although, it was
still delicious. Second, you should
make whipped cream at the end, so
it is cold while the biscuits are still
warm. Also, the whipped cream is

to do an assignment or
you just don't feel like
doing one, people resort
to
procrastination.
Because
why
not?
Watching something on
Netflix can be a lot more
relaxing than doing Lit
homework on a Monday
night. The problem is,
when you procrastinate
for too long, you leave
yourself with a lot of
homework due in the
morning.

easy to mess up. You need to keep
whipping for a good 5-10 minutes,
until it is really thick, not just frothy.
I also did not make the biscuits from
scratch, I made them using bisquick,
which you can find at the
supermarket. The biscuits were
delicious and I would recommend it
if you don’t want to make them from
scratch. I also recommend mint. It
made the whole thing way more
refreshing, and it was the best thing
to put me in the spring mood.
The link is HERE if you want to try it:

Personally, I also do
my homework as fast
as possible. What helps
me is to think of my “to
do” list in my Google
Classroom page and
hours of socializing and
Netflix to relax. Start by
bribing yourself to get
homework done. Pick
out your favorite TV
show and the episode,
and tell yourself if you
finish one page of math,

or one question of lit, you
can watch ten minutes of
it. While this may not
work for everyone, give it
a try and see if it works
for you. From there one,
you can grow to finish
two pages of math and all
your lit problems. And
only then, you will watch
TV.
Sincerely,
Abby
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Book/Movie Comparison: All The Bright Places
By: Allegra Lief
Warning: Spoilers on All the Bright Places
All the Bright Places,
published in 2015, is set
around two young high
schoolers, Violet Markey,
reeling in the wake of her
sister’s death, and Theodore
Finch, a troubled kid who has
just reentered what he calls
the “awake,” a somewhat
catatonic and depressive
state.
When the two meet on
the top of the bell tower at
school, they have no idea
they are about to embark on
a journey of love, loss, and
passion. Its film counterpart,
released in 2020, and starring
Elle Fanning and Justice
Smith, tells the same story,
but less smoothly.
The film feels rushed. The
book is slow, it spends long
paragraphs
describing
scenery and thoughts,

and the film skates over that.
The film also leaves out huge
parts of the book, including
the whole part about Finch’s
abusive
father
and
suppressive household, big
contributors to the struggles
that ultimately lead to his
death.
Another thing, his death is
very rushed in the movie. In
the book, Violet goes on a
goose chase to visit the
places she and Finch have
visited to try to find out
where he had gone. In the
movie,
though,
she
immediately goes to the lake
where she sees Finch’s stuff
and starts crying. We see no
frantic calls with Finch’s
family, no body, no nothing.
We just see Violet crying, and
then it cuts to Finch’s funeral
in the next scene.

Additionally, in the book,
Theodore
Finch
has
an
obsession with death, and the
different ways people die,
which is a part of what makes
him such a complicated yet
fascinating
character.
However,
his
internal
monologues are gone in the
movie, along with this huge
part of his character, which
was a real shame as it makes
him less unique and ultimately
interesting.
Another thing I really disliked
about the film was the casting.
I felt that they could have
chosen a much better actress
to play Violet, one that was
more experienced in showing
the raw pain and grief that we
needed conveyed from Violet
in the movie, over her sister's
death, over Finch, etc. I did,
however,

like Justice Smith’s acting in the
film; I thought he portrayed
Finch’s turbulent thoughts and
rocky emotions well.
I also liked the change in the
beginning of the movie, where
they make Violet and Finch
meet on the ledge of a bridge
instead of a bell tower. I feel
this change more aligns with
the characters and story itself.
While I am not a fan of the
movie, and personally think
that it is not worth your time, I
highly recommend the book,
while the beginning is a little
slow, by the end, you're fully
invested in the characters and
storyline. The writing is very
poetic and melodic, and the
book tells a unique story of two
teenagers finding each other
amidst their own grief and
troubles.

The updated cover of All The Bright Places by Jennifer Niven

Click HERE to print the puzzle out
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Comics
By: Alden Shultis
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We are always looking for new members! Contact us if you are interesting in reporting, editing, interviewing, art,
photography, layout, and social media. This month we are especially looking people who are interested in doing
layout or photography.
Fill out THIS form, or email us at centerschoolgazette@gmail.com
Or go to our website:
https://sites.google.com/view/csgazette
for more info!

