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Judge Katanji Brown Jackson
By: Dahlia Lief
Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson. A brilliant jurist, with a breadth
of experience, a graduate of Harvard Law and soon to be the first
Black woman appointed to the Supreme Court.
Judge Jackson’s career was influenced heavily by her time at
Harvard and Harvard Law, earning a degree her JD in 1996. After
her graduation, she clerked for three federal judges, including
Judge Breyer, whom she is now due to succeed after his
retirement. In addition, Judge Jackson worked from 2005 to 2007
as a public defender, handling many critical cases and later
serving for the majority of her later career as a federal district
judge in Washington later being promoted to a circuit judge.
Despite her pristine resume and experience, during her series
of hearings, Republicans questioned her on critical, highpressure legal issues including her stance on the expansion of
the Supreme Court, her persecution of people charged with
child sex crimes, and more. They tested her composure under
pressure and her understanding of complex political issues.
In an interview with a 6th grader under the question of their
view on her nomination, they said, “While I am very excited that
she was confirmed, I felt that some of the questions that were
asked during her confirmation were unnecessarily targeted.”
Judge Jackson stayed poised and tempered throughout her
hearings despite the Republican’s interrogation. She declined to
answer the question of the definition of a woman and provided a
nuanced understanding of the issue of child sex abuse imagery
and videos though hotly accused by Republican senators Ted
Cruz and Lindsey Graham that she hadn’t done enough for the
issue. Judge Jackson won 53 votes, all 50 Democrats and 3
Republicans. She will be sworn in as an active part of the court
this summer.

With such a scarcity of Black
women in the legal system, around
just 2%, this is a critical moment of
hope and pride for women and
Black women, specifically Black
women in law.
Judge Jackson’s confirmation is a historical moment in
America’s history and for Black women and women across the
nation. Asked about their opinion on Judge Jackson’s
confirmation, an anonymous 6th grader said, “I think it is great
that she is the first Black woman in the court and she is more
than qualified for the job. She is a good addition and great for our
country.” An anonymous 7th agreed that this is a step forward in
our country's representation. With such a scarcity of Black
women in the legal system, around just 2%, this is a critical
moment of hope and pride for women and Black women,
specifically Black women in law. Watching Judge Jackson’s
hearing, many described feeling both pride for their community
and frustration at her interrogation. Now a Black female face is
represented on our court as both the breaking of a historic glass
ceiling and a source of inspiration for young Black girls
everywhere. Future generations of lawyers are now exposed to
the demonstration and representation of a Black woman in our
country's highest court of law.
Judge Jackson is an exciting new addition to our Supreme
Court. Despite replacing a justice with similar opinions and views
of the law, her unique point of view is a valuable development to
the court. She is more than qualified for the job and her
perspective as a Black woman has never been seen on the court
and is a unique voice. Judge Jackson has much experience as a
public defender and her several previous clerkships for federal
judges. Through the interrogation she experienced during her
confirmation hearings, Judge Jackson has emerged as a source of
inspiration and pride, a qualified addition to the Supreme Court
and the first Black woman ever appointed. We are eager to see
Judge Jackson’s future on the Supreme Court.

Through the Mind of a 5th
grader...
What's it like to be a 5th grader
right now? What's it like to have
Latin minis? To take test prep the
CS way? To almost become 6th
graders?
pg III

Frisbee Team Update
As of April 24th

By: Theo Bonin
The Outsiders frisbee team has been leaving
their opponents in the dust this whole season.
Not counting the game they played against the
Center School alumni, they have won all their
games and scrimmages. After beating Computer
School, Ramaz, and Avenues, it leaves us all
wondering: who can stop the Outsiders?
After interviewing Mr. Verdejo (one of the two
coaches) and two key players on the team, it
appeared they all had similar opinions about the
team. Mr. Verdejo thought that the Outsiders’
games had been going great. In more detail, he
said, “I think the season has been going really
well so far. We have played 4 scrimmages and
that has given us a lot of practice before our
league games start. We won all except one. The
one we lost was against a team made up of
Center School alumni. We played a great game
but lost 14-7.”
On that same topic, Leif, a 7th grader,
explained that he thought the season was and is
going to be amazing. In fact, he said “The season
is going great! We have won all but one game,
but that was against high schoolers. Everyone is
doing great.”
When asked about what it’s like to coach for
the first time in two years, Mr. Verdejo thought
that it was so exciting, and that all players, new
and old, have been adjusting very well. He said
that “Our co-ed team won two back-to-back
city championships before the pandemic started
and it has been so hard to wait 2 years to try and
get the third one. At the beginning of the year,
coaching was tough because COVID was such a
huge interruption to team sports and the 8th
and 7th graders missed two years of practice and

the 5th and 6th graders seemed a little bit lost
being in Center School for the first time. But I
am impressed with how quickly they picked the
skills back up and how organized they have
become.”

“The bottom line is that we're
really excited to be back coaching
again and we're very optimistic
about both teams this season."
One thing Salisu, a 8th grader, likes about
being on the team is being included, in some
way, on every play. In more detail, he said “My
favorite part of being on the frisbee team is the
teamwork that gives the team each of its points.
I really like being included and catching and
throwing the frisbee. I also like the hustle when
on defense. No matter if we win or lose, we
always somehow end off the day happy.”
On the topic of how he thinks the rest of the
season will go, Mr. Walkup, (the second of the
two coaches) said that the Varsity has it in the
bag, and the JV has potential. He said “The
bottom line is that we're really excited to be
back coaching again and we're very optimistic
about both teams this season. It will be a lot of
work, but we think the Varsity team definitely
has the ability to compete for the City
Championship and the JV team has the potential
to be one of the better teams in the league.”
All in all, The Outsiders’ season has been
terrific so far, so we can look forward to good
things to come.

Volleyball Team Update

20 Questions with Ms. Lopez

When Does School Actually
End on Friday?

Hear what's going on with the
volleyball team - how have the
games, practices, and players have
been doing so far in the season.
pg V

Discover Ms. Lopez's likes, dislikes,
opinions about Center's activities,
and insight on what goes on behind
the scenes.
pg IV

We all know that dismissal on Friday
is supposed to be 2:45, but in reality,
all clubs dismiss at different times.
What caused this, and how (if at all)
does this impact us?
pg II
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Mayor Adams Four Month In
What has Mayor Adams done
throughout his term so far,
regarding COVID, police, and
more? What does the public
think of this? pg IV
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Should I Start Studying For The SHSAT Now?
By: James Byrd

The SHSAT is probably the most
important test a middle schooler
could take. If you get a good score on
it, you could get into the specialized
high schools; some of the best high
schools in the state. But with so many
students competing for a few spots,
the question has to be asked: is it too
early to start studying now?
I have already started to study for
the SHSAT test. I have to have a
meeting with my tutor for 90 minutes.
I also have to do around the same
amount of time working on the
homework given to me that week. It
will take a lot of work, and make your
week very busy.
As of right now, I don’t think that
it’s necessary. Studying for the test is
hard and will make you very busy.
However, that’s not to say that
studying doesn’t help you. When I
took the first practice test, I didn’t get
the best score. After I started
tutoring, I felt like I understood what
they were asking.
I asked a lot of people in my grade
if they have started studying.

Most of them said yes. A lot of
people's parents, like mine, wanted
them to be as prepared as possible.
The 8th graders recently got their
SHSAT scores back. So the last few
days, everyone was asking everyone
else what they got. The one bad thing
about this is that if people did get a
bad score, they will be embarrassed
and not want to share it.
My tutor has given me some tips on
how to excel in the test. He told me to
treat this test as a marathon, not a
normal race. That is because the
SHSAT is very long, there are about 114
questions. Luckily all of the questions
are multiple-choice. With multiplechoice, if your work leads to an
answer that’s not an option, you know
that you did something wrong.
Overall, I don’t think it’s necessary
to start studying right now for the
SHSAT. Extra prep could always
benefit you, but for most people, I
think that it’s not too much of a risk to
wait just a little longer to start the
process of studying.

What Time Does School ACTUALLY End on Friday?
By: Ansel Shirasu-Hiza
With the exciting new third
trimester schedule finally
put together, the quirks and
unique Center School kinks
are once again presented.
Things like the seventh
period being five minutes
longer or the first period
being five minutes shorter
than the rest. The most
fascinating of all, however, is
Friday dismissal.
On the face of it, it doesn’t
seem that peculiar, but
every Friday you’ll notice
each club dismissing at a
completely different time.
Officially on the schedule,
teachers are to end their
clubs at 2:40. However,
some teachers have been
known to dismiss anywhere
from 2:35 to 2:45. The cause
of all the confusion runs
much deeper than anyone
could imagine.
To begin, the sixth period
of Friday starts five minutes
later than any other sixth
period as a result of a longer
lunch, which is the result of
a five-minute delayed

schedule caused by a 9:30
ending time of first period.
This five-minute shift in the
Friday
schedule,
which
changes first period from
being five minutes shorter to
third period being five
minutes
shorter,
is
completely unnecessary, but
regardless, it gets smoothed
over by advisory which ends
at 12:35, the normal fifth
period end time.

innocent as they seem,
cause mass chaos every
Friday.
Teachers are used to
dismissing at 2:35 for sixth
period, but to make clubs 45
minutes long, sixth period
on Friday, they dismiss at
2:40.
To make matters worse,
after clubs end at 2:40, there
is a 5-minute period labeled,
“Homeroom and dismissal”
on the schedule. What is this
On the face of it, period for you might ask?
Nobody really knows. And
it doesn’t seem because it's there, some
end their clubs at
that peculiar, but teachers
2:45, adding to the complete
chaos. That being said, it
every Friday
turns out that the five
you’ll notice each minutes of mass chaos don’t
club dismissing at have a real negative impact
on anybody. Maybe it is
a completely
sometimes a hassle to find
friends or get your
different time. your
phone from your homeroom.
Still, most people are out the
Therefore, lunch has no door and into the weekend
reason to be 5 minutes by 2:45. It is just another
longer, yet here we are. thing that makes the Center
These five minutes, as
School the Center School.
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Letter from the Editor
By: Jonah Bonin
Hey again. It’s your favorite
editor-in-chief of your middle
school’s
incredible
monthly
newspaper.
We are so close to the end of
school, it’s honestly kind of insane
to think about. The jogathon is
right around the corner, as well as
the 8th grade show, the all school
trip, and more random exciting
things that pop up here and there.
It’s a really weird moment that I’m
sure many of us (and by us I mean
8th graders) can relate to. We’ve
been at the same school for 4
years, and stuck with it through
thick and thin - through a
pandemic - and now it’s about to
be over. It makes all of the last
moments seem so special, and I
know that whatever school I or
anyone else goes to, that these
moments cannot be replicated.
Let me explain what the heck
I’m talking about with something
that I just experienced a few weeks
ago.
A few Fridays ago, I was walking
around during lunch, and I
stumbled across something truly
special: Mr. Finklestein with his
mandolin. It was a sing-along.
Song ranged from camp songs like
“Wonderwall,” to others that you
probably think you wouldn’t hear,
like “Call Me Maybe,” or “Stacy’s
Mom.” It started out with just a
few people, then grew and grew,
and all of a sudden dozens of kids
were crowded around the bench in
the yard: it was like a big campfire
singalong. It was so much fun to be
a part of it, and after it, someone
said to me, and I completely agree,
that “only at Center School
something like this would happen.”
And it’s true that this singalong is
something that would only happen
at Center, which made me feel
content, but at the same time, a
sense of melancholy washed over
me. The reason for this is that it’s
great to have these moments, but
there are only so many left of them
before we are shipped off to high
school.
Anyways, back to more exciting
things!
I can tell you that these last few
months of Center are kind of like
the first few months, but in the

opposite direction.
What that means is that for the
next few weeks, school will just
continue as normal. But then, as
event by event takes place,
starting with the jogathon, then
egg babies, then the 8th grade
show, and then prom, the allschool trip, the trip to Ms.
Schwartz’s beach house, and
finally graduation, things begin to
slow down. Classes wind to an end,
and by mid-June, it doesn’t even
feel like school. Everyone is also in
a very different mindset at this
point of the year.
For 5th graders, it is such a cool
and interesting time, since you get
to be to the point where you’re not
the newbies any more. Next year,
you’ll feel like you’re the kings of
the school, but you have a little
farther to climb on the social
ladder.
6th graders are probably worried
about how the next year will be for
you: will high schools be watching
my every move in 7th grade? Will I
be able to take on the challenges
of 7th grade math? Will I be able to
become a LEADER next year?
That’s not to say that you aren’t
enjoying where you are right now
at Center, since 6th grade is
probably one of the easiest years.
Many 7th graders, you are even
more stressed than 6th graders
about what’s to come for the next
year. Many of you are taking
SHSAT prep classes, but you’re
also worried about your HS essays,
and the excruciating process of
HS!!
And 8th graders simply have no
idea what’s going to happen. Many
of us don’t know where we’re
going, and for those who do, we
still are pretty nervous about next
year - we haven’t had to change
and adapt to a new environment
for a while.
To everyone, I just want to say
that all you have to do is take a
deep breath, and everything will
work itself out. (It’s worked for me
at least.) But hang on there,
because at Center, your time will
come to shine.
See you in school.

End-Of-Year Rundown
By: Lucas Benjamin

The end of the year is near, and the third trimester is flowing. This trimester
is always a unique and tremendous part of the Center School. As we fly
through the third trimester, some special events are going to fill the Center
School.
Usually, the Center School goes on a multiple-day trip to either a city or
camp, yet due to COVID, we were not able to do so this year. Instead, the
Center School’s staff has two or three special day trips planned out for us.
Teachers will not reveal the details of the trip. I interviewed 8th grader
Nickolai Pavlov about his opinions on the switch between the multiple-day
trip and the day trip. “I don’t think much can compare to the all-school trip,
but the teachers are hyping up these day trips. I really can’t wait to see what
we end up doing.”
The Center School will also host a Jogathon to raise money to fund these
day trips. Students will collect sponsors to donate money for each lap or mile
they run for 150 minutes. Sponsors may also donate towards the full race.
Another Center School tradition will take place this trimester: The 8thgrade show. This is a musical performed by the 8th graders of the Center
School for incoming 5th graders and others. This year the show is ‘Seussical.’
The third trimester is going to be great. Our school is going to partake in a
series of unique, special, and fun events. Students are going to enjoy every
second of it.
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OPINION: Should We Have an All-School Trip?

Through the mind of a 5th grader...

By: Elena Smith

By: Craig Ashton-Marshall

One of the many great Center
School traditions is the annual
spring all-school overnight trip.
Whether it's Washington, D.C. or
camping somewhere, kids and
teachers alike look forward to
traveling together to someplace fun
where we can all be stress free for a
little. But like everything else,
COVID-19 has thrown a wrench into
this tradition. Once again, we have
to consider every plan and weigh all
the safety concerns. This year it may
be possible for us to go on our allschool trip, but is it really the safest
choice?
It seems unfair that the last time
the school trip happened was spring
2019, so the current 8th graders are
the only kids who’ve enjoyed this
special school experience. We are all
understandably exhausted at this
point in the pandemic. Everyone’s
had
enough,
especially
when
information changes and case rates
rise and fall, and we have to keep
reassessing every decision. This is
just our new reality, and we have to
adjust to protect ourselves and
others.
Though most of the school is
vaccinated, and we currently don’t
have too many positive cases, it
wouldn’t be wise to travel all
together for the trip. The Omicron
subvariant numbers are rising.
According to the CDC,

community spread in New York City
is Medium.
The NYC.gov health department
statistics show that two zip codes in
our neighborhood have some of the
highest positivity rates in the city. If
we went on the all-school trip –
traveling together, eating together,
rooming together – there’s a much
higher chance of an all-school
outbreak, which we certainly don't
want. Having fun then would most
definitely mean getting sick later
and possibly bringing it home to our
families.
Of course, almost every classmate
I asked about the trip wants to go
away, but they also admit to
worrying about getting sick. We
need to listen to ourselves and that
worry, even though we’re so tired of
it. We can’t ignore the facts. COVID
is not over, and we can’t act like it is.
So we won’t get our overnight trip
again this year. At least the 8th
graders had one. And the rest of us
can hope for next year. If any school
community can take lemons and
make lemonade, it’s ours. We live in
an amazing place with so many
opportunities to explore. I know we
can put together some day trips that
will be lots of fun and safer for us all.
As much as we want an all-school
trip this year, I just don’t think it can
happen.

Some people may not know what
it is like to be a fifth grader at
Center School. Some were never a
fifth grader at Center School, some
just don’t remember, but for the
rest of the people who do
remember what it is like to be a
fifth grader, this will be a little
refresher. My fifth grade experience
could be completely different from
yours, but this is what it is like to be
a fifth grader in 2022, a year like no
other.
The first thing I want to talk
about is a Latin mini. What am I
supposed to expect; Latin, or a
mini? What will I learn, the basics,
Roman mythology? Since 1st grade I
have been learning Spanish, and
now I am supposed to learn some
ancient language that I had never
heard of until 4th grade? Despite
this, I am extremely excited for it. I
have been asking sixth graders
about it and they said it was really
fun. I do believe it will be really fun
but I also am confused on what a
Latin mini is.
Now we have to talk about the
math state test. My math teacher
has been gone the whole week and I
have taken five practice tests. In
fact, out of the blue, he assigned us
25 questions for the practice test
and I am starting to wonder how

hard it is that we need five practice
tests. I am ready and my math
teacher is just trying to make us do
our best but five tests, that’s a little
strange.
Next we have to talk about the
school year winding down. Fifth
graders are becoming sixth graders
in two months. I have been waiting
for sixth grade forever -- I mean,
what’s not to be excited about?
Latin starts, you are not at the
bottom of the Center School food
chain anymore, you get more
power, and you get to pick favorite
fifth graders. Yeah, it’s a little
harder, but in the great words of
the Holst/Veve poetry TACS skit,
“Fifth grade life is getting trampled
in the hallways.”
Finally, we have to talk about
scheduling. I have been waiting for
scheduling since March and it has
been so long since I didn’t need to
spend
15
minutes
extra
in
homeroom to get my schedule. And
remember how I said earlier how
fun I thought Latin mini was going
to be - well guess what? I have no
Latin mini in my schedule!
Scheduling is complicated.
And that, everyone, is 3rd
trimester of 5th grade in 2022 for
you in a nutshell.

8th Grade Show Preview
By: Mia Mkrtchyan
Seussical is based on the works of Dr. Seuss and weaves together his most famous stories and
characters. The musical follows the adventures of Horton, an elephant who one day hears voices coming
from a speck of dust. He soon discovers that within that tiny speck lies a planet called Who, and
although ridiculed by his friends and family for believing in something he cannot see, Horton persists in
his belief that Whos exist. Seussical is a tale of friendship, love, and loyalty.
As COVID stress loosens its grip on New York City, our school has decided to host an all-8th grade
show as we have in past years. This year’s show will be an amazing return to pre-covid traditions, uniting
the graduating class one last time before they graduate. Although the eighth graders had difficulty
warming up to the show and auditioning, many of them eventually came around and auditioned.
Ms. Chambers and Mr. McCook lead the students in preparing for the show by practicing some of the
ensemble scenes during eighth grade TACS on Tuesdays, and the individual major scenes during lunch
with the cast. Rehearsals are coming along nicely, and the majority of the cast has grown into their roles.
As usual, 8th grade parents or families will be invited to the show (most likely two tickets per family,
similar to the regulations of the TACS show) and students of Center School will be able to watch the
show during dress rehearsal. Overall, I am excited to see how the show turns out and what the return of
the eighth grade show may mean for future eighth graders.

CS Debate Team - What's Next?
By: Charlie Heeger
The final debate has occurred
for the Center School debate
team, and it has left many
students on the team feeling
conflicted. One student when
interviewed said “It was a lot of
fun, I really enjoy debate so I’m
sad to see it go for the year.” The
debaters this month competed in
the championship, debating such
topics as whether college athletes
should be paid. The Center School
team managed to do quite well
this season, earning many awards
as both teams and also as
individuals. This can be seen in
the new 5th and 6th graders, who
did incredibly well this season,
and many are moving up to
compete for the school in higher
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levels
of
competition.
But
everyone, no matter their age or
place, really puts in a lot of effort,
coming to many practices and
tournaments.
Next year there will be a new
debate season, with new topics
and new debaters. One thing
some debates are looking forward
to is in-person debates, as this
year and the year before that
debates have happened over
Zoom, to the anger of some and
the happiness of others. But now
many are cautiously optimistic
that the next year will hopefully
bring back in person debates,
something much of the team has
never done before.

One student said about inperson debates, “I’m really
excited for them. It will be nice to
be in a room when I make my
speeches to other people INPERSON.” This statement echoes
many of the debaters on the
team. Some debaters do prefer
online debates saying “It’s nice to
be able to be online, it lets you get
up later and not have to worry
about missing it. I also think it’s
easier, having everything in front
of you on a computer.”
Whatever the new year brings,
the Center School debate team
will continue to debate, and for
any students who missed this
year to join the club, join next
year when it starts up!
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Mayor Adams - Four Months In
By: Asa Row
It’s been around four months since Eric
Adams became New York City Mayor and
successor to former Mayor, Bill de Blasio. Adams
became the second African-American Mayor in
the history of NYC and has made several
important changes while in office thus far.
COVID-19 has ravaged the world for over two
years, and the public expected a unique and
secure plan to be taken to office with Eric
Adams. Mayor Adams made a very important
decision in late February, stating that “If we see
no unforeseen spikes and our numbers continue
to show a low level of risk, New York City will
remove the indoor mask mandate for public
school children.”

Increasing the police
force has made walking
in the city, even for a
12-year-old, stressful
and dangerous.
This decision was a source of constant debate,
and children still feel uncertain about the
decision to take off their masks in school. Based
on information collected in March, COVID rates
in schools have rapidly increased. This decision
proves a possibly unwise one on the part of the
new Mayor.
A large controversy throughout the more
aware part of the city is Mayor Adams' ambitious
policing plan, partially prompted by the killing of
a police officer. Mayor Adams restored an antigun police unit and changed the handling of
teenage defendants.

New York City has recently experienced a large
number of tragic violent crimes, and the response
from Adams is less than favorable. The increase in
police force is currently testing a New York recently
awakened about police violence. Because of this
increase, police have enforced an initiative that
covers “quality of life” matters.
Often this particular concept is enforced using
imitation and brutality. This also often leads to
arrests and violence based on racial prejudice. Police
committing racial hate crimes has become a large
issue in all areas, especially in a post-George Floyd
world, and the NYPD has recently had particular
controversies on racial violence.

Increasing the police force has made walking in the
city, even for a 12-year-old, stressful and dangerous.
Mayor Adams and Governor Hochul have created
plans to sweep the subways, and this has led to
combative activities with the homeless. This ignores
the housing crisis, with homes not accessible enough
for the homeless removed from the subway.
New Mayor Eric Adams has already made
controversial decisions, but he is the governor for
better or worse. With the impending increase in
police violence and major COVID spikes in schools,
the people of New York hope that Mayor Adams can
create the safer New York he speaks of.

20 Questions with Ms. Lopez
Questions By: William Jin
1. How long have you been at
The Center School? I have
been working at Center School
since 2015. However, both of
my kids went to Center School,
so I was on the PTA and
involved in the school since
2006.
2. Did you grow up in New
York? If not when did you
move here? I grew up in
Queens
and
moved
to
Manhattan when I was 17. I
lived in the Hunter College
dorms until graduation then I
lived in numerous apartments
in my twenties.
3. Why did you come to
Center School? I came to
Center once my kids were here
and I saw what an amazing
school this is.
4. What do you do at Center
School? I am the School
Secretary, which means I do a
lot of behind-the-scenes, not
such glamorous work, such as
pupil accounting, attendance,
student
files,
payroll,
MetroCards etc. I am also an
advisor, which I love and I am a
5th grade Lit teacher which I
also love!

5. What is your opinion on the
all-school trip? I think the all
school trip is so great for the
students. However, I have
never been on an all-school
trip because someone has to
stay in the school building.
6. Are you excited for the
eighth-grade show and what
is your opinion on the show? I
love the 8th grade show and
often cry during it, knowing it
will be the last time the 8th
graders will be in one of our
shows.
7. Do you think Center “will go
back to normal” next year? I'm
hoping!
8. Do you enjoy being back in
school? Very much. I wasn’t a
big fan of remote learning.
9. What was your opinion on
this year's TACS Shows?
Loved loved loved them! So
great to have “normal” TACS
shows again!
10. Did you have a job before
you came to Center School? I
have a Master’s degree in
Social Work. I was a Social
Worker for years before I
decided to stay home with my
kids when they were young.
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11. Do you think that Center
will ever go back to the
original application process?
Unfortunately, no.
12. What are some qualities
you look for in students?
Honesty. Also kids who are
nice to others, even when no
one is looking.
13. Do you think that kids will
be able to stop showing health
screening this year? No.

18. What was your opinion on the NY post article? I mean,
come on, it’s the Post.
19. What do you think makes Center stand out from other
schools? The sense of community that is built in from day
one. Also, the amazing staff!
20. Do you have any ideas on what the day trips will be this
year and if we will have a second advisory day?Yes, I have a
good idea what the trips will be. I do not know if we will be
able to squeeze in another advisory day. There is a lot going
on in the upcoming weeks.

14. Do you like being in charge
of attendance? No, not really.
15. Why do you like to teach
Lit? I love books and could talk
about them for hours.
16. What do you like most
about your job? The people I
work with and the students.
17. What do you like to do in
your free time? Crossword
puzzles, read, hang with
friends and my kids, and take
long walks with my dog. Clean
– yes I do like cleaning and
organizing, it gives me a sense
of
accomplishment
when
everything is tidy and in its
place. With the right music on,
I can clean for hours.
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Volleyball Team Update!

MLB First Impressions

By: Gabriela Verastegui
In the past few months, Center
School students were tried out for the
volleyball season. Teams were decided
quickly, and players got to work.
Everyone has been improving at
various aspects of the game, such as
hitting, spiking, and serving. Ms.
Knight, the coach of the team, said,
“The team is working really hard and
they are doing very well.” However, in
Ms. Knight's opinion, the majority of
the players will overthink the game,
leading to a high level of stress. Ms.
Knight still remains optimistic of the
season to come for the team. “I think
the team will work very hard and try
their best,” she said.
As the season begins to get off to a
great start, the majority of games are
underway, and everyone is performing
at their best.

By: Leif Rideout
During practice, players work on
vertical sets, setting to themselves,
and
standing
while
setting.
Additionally, players practice passset-pass to learn how to control the
ball, and control their footwork.
Incorporating these skills throughout
the game will help them become more
accurate and agile.
As the season draws to a close,
more games have been scheduled.
There
have
been
genuine
improvements in the team, which
brings more confidence not just to the
captains and Ms. Knight, but to the
whole school.
To close out this article, I will share a
few words from Lucy, one of the team
captains: “I think the team is doing
very well, and they are something to
be proud of.”

Morbius Movie Review
By: Charlie Friedman
Morbius is a great movie filled with
action, horror and drama. In this
movie, best friends turn against each
other, romance is in the air, and there
are so many scenes where the
audience screams “wow!” The main
idea of Morbius is crazy and so
creative. It is about an ill young boy
with a rare blood disorder who grows
up to be a very smart scientist. He
grew up in a hospital with his best
friend. He is determined to save
others from dying and wants to help
save the world. Doctor Morbius
attempts a desperate gamble which is

very dangerous.
While at first it seems to be a risky
success, a darkness inside of him is
soon
unleashed.
This
darkness
possesses him and makes him go
crazy. He craves blood and can’t live
without it as this monster he is. His
best friend does a very risky thing and
creates more drama for the crowd.
The main stars are Jared Leto as
Morbius and Matt Smith as Loxias
Crown. Grab your popcorn to see this
very phenomenal movie and watch
this horror filled, dramatic and somewhat romantic movie!

After a long work stoppage in Major
League Baseball, baseball is finally
back! As of the time I’m writing this,
we are a week and a half into the MLB
season. Most teams have played eight
or nine games, but it’s a 162-game
season. Already, there have been lots
of great games.
On April 7th, the first day of the
season, the Arizona Diamondbacks
were losing to the San Diego Padres
by a score of 2-0 to start the bottom
of the ninth inning. Seth Beer came up
to bat, with the Diamondbacks down
2-1, runners on second and third base,
and no outs. On National Beer Day,
Seth Beer hit a game-ending home
run to right field.
The next day, the New York
Yankees played their first game
against their rival the Boston Red Sox
in New York. It was already a great
game in the first inning. The Red Sox
went up 3-0 on a two-run home run
from Rafael Devers and a double from
J.D. Martinez. In the bottom of the
inning, the Yankees’ Anthony Rizzo hit
a two-run home run. Later, in the
fourth inning, Giancarlo Stanton of
the Yankees hit another two-run
home run. Then in the sixth, the Red
Sox’s Alex Verdugo hit a single to
bring in another run. With Boston
leading 4-3 in the eighth, DJ Lemahieu
sent a solo home run to right field, to
knot the score at four. Then, in the
tenth inning, the first of the extra
innings, Xander Bogaerts hit a single

to put the Red Sox up 5-4. But, in the
bottom of the inning, Gleyber Torres
hit a sacrifice fly to tie the game at
five. In the eleventh, Josh Donaldson,
playing his first game as a Yankees
player, hit a game-ending single to
make the final score 6-5, Yankees on
top.
On April 13, the Los Angeles
Dodgers played the Minnesota Twins
in Minnesota. Clayton Kershaw was
set to pitch for the Dodgers, and he
certainly delivered. Kershaw pitched
seven innings without giving up any
runs or hits. Dodgers manager Dave
Roberts decided to pull Kershaw from
his perfect game, with their team up
3-0. In the eighth inning, the Dodgers
pulled off a rare feat. Cody Bellinger
hit a solo home run, then Gavin Lux
and Austin Barnes did the same. Not
only did the Dodgers hit three straight
home runs, but they also did it on four
pitches! Up 6-0, the new Dodgers
pitcher gave up a hit in the eighth to
end the perfect game. Later, in the
ninth, Max Muncy of the Dodgers hit
another solo home run. The game
ended with a 7-0 score, but lots of
fans were upset that Clayton Kershaw
couldn’t throw a perfect game.
With lots more games ahead, there
is sure to be tons of excitement,
especially from the group of elite
rookies like Bobby Witt Jr and Spencer
Torkelson. The season is already off to
a great start, and it is sure to stay the
same!

Spring Has Sprung!
By: Maxim Rodriguez
Spring has finally begun! You can
say goodbye to the cold weather,
jackets, and coats.
You can go out and do all sorts of
events on the weekends and have fun!
As spring starts there are fewer days
until the end of the school year. There
are now 2 months left of school and I
can't wait until summer. The
landscapes in Central Park and all
around NYC are truly amazing, so be
sure to go on some walks, and take it
all in. For the next few months, we get
to experience the beautiful flowers
blooming, take bike rides in the park,
and enjoy the last few months of
school!
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Time to DIY: Easter Eggs!

Dear Alex...
Welcome back to our advice column, Dear Alex!
You can submit questions for "Alex" to answer, and Alex will respond in
the Gazette! Write down your questions and leave them on Ms. Wing's
desk in Room 300.
Dear Alex,
My parents keep talking about
moving this summer. I really don’t
want to leave Center School and
NYC in general. All my friends are
here. I love being in the city. But, I
understand their reasoning for why
they want to leave the city. Should I
convince them to stay? Or should I
just go along with leaving?
-Mad about Moving
Dear Mad about Moving,
Moving is always a hard thing. It
feels tough leaving behind a place
you love. I think that you should try
to reason with your parents, and
explain why you want to stay here
in New York City. Be sure to
respect
their
opinion,
and
remember that they have the final
say. You could ask if you could stay
until eighth grade, to finish up your
time at Center School. Also, try to
talk with them about the pros and
cons of moving. I hope that your
situation is solved in a way you like.
Sincerely, Alex

Dear Alex,
I’m an eighth-grader who has
stage fright. I am nervous about the
eighth-grade show because I have
one of the bigger roles. At first, I
thought a big role would be fun,
but now I’m having second
thoughts. It’s too late to switch
roles. What should I do?
-Scared on Stage

By: Cindy Abelhamid
Welcome back to my column: time to DIY. For this month's DIY, I’m going to be
showing you steps to successfully make an easter egg secret message. All you’ll need
for this are glue, paper, and your creativity.
Step 1:
Draw an easter egg on a sheet of paper,
then trace that on a separate sheet of
paper, but only trace the outline of the
easter egg and not the decorations.

Dear Scared on Stage,
Stage fright is tough, but there
are some solutions to your
problem. One solution is talking to
a teacher directing the show or a
TACS teacher about how to get
over stage fright. You should also
know that nothing terrible is going
to happen if you mess up on stage.
Everyone in the audience is there
to encourage you, not to bring you
down. Another solution is to
picture that you aren’t on the
stage, but just talking to your
classmates.
Sincerely, Alex

Step 4:
Write your secret message enter it
in a pocket, close it up and then
you're all set! Feel free to color in
the easter egg!

Treat in Heaven with Levin
By: Josie Levin
Cookie recipes are as classic as
recipes get. They have variety,
flavor, and you can change their
shape. Since it is the end of the
trimester, I made a special batch
for all the teachers because they
are the ones who truly make the
Center School experience special.
After everything we have been
through, our teachers have been
nothing but kind and supportive,
and they are the heroes of our
time. Thank you.
Today I am showing you a recipe
that makes delicious snackable
treats: a simple sugar cookie
recipe. The batch that I made
turned out great, although there
were some things I would change.

The cookie that I made was very
crumbly, and I had to add a dash of
milk to even out the texture. That
being said, the recipe with the milk
turned out great.
Although I kept my batch simple,
the sugar cookie recipe is also a
perfect base for any add ons you
would want, such as cinnamon or
pumpkin spice. I also added semisweet chocolate buttons on half the
cookies to add some variety and flavor.
Overall, I really enjoyed this recipe,
and the batch of delicious sugar
cookies that it created.

Step 2:
Cut the easter egg drawing and its
tracing.

Click HERE for the recipe to the sugar
cookies.

Step 3:
Glue both drawings together, and wait
for it to dry before you continue. Then,
cut the easter egg in half. When you
open it, there should be pockets.
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