
 PTA MEETING - Thursday, September 29, 2022 

 Introduction 
 Co-President Maria Garutti called the meeting to order at 7.01p. 
 She introduced herself and Lisa Spinnell, her co-president, as well as the 
 rest of the Executive Board: 
 Co-VP Ariel Devine 
 Co-VP Hilary Hotchkiss - 7th grade parent 
 Treasurer Kurt Eldridge - 7th grade parent 
 Co-Secretary Sarah Courtemanche - 6th grade parent 
 Co-Secretary Josh Weinberger - 6th grade parent 

 Parent-Related Communication and Events 
 Ms Garutti discussed the roles of Advisory Liaison - one parent for each 
 Advisory Group. 

 She also discussed the schedule for future PTA Meetings: Monday at 
 6.30pm most months, with some exceptions (TACS shows, for example). 
 The next meeting will be on Monday Oct 24th @ 6.30pm (with a 5th grade 
 Q&A at 6p). 

 Ms Garutti discussed the first school event of the year: a Mix and Mingle on 
 Fri October 14th, from 5p-7p. 

 Discussion of the school’s three channels of communication: 
 1/ Newsletters - sent weekly by the PTA Executive Board. 
 2/ Ms Berkery - information sent directly to the school community, regarding 
 grade-wide and schoolwide topics. 
 3/ Direct line of communication between the student and the teacher. 

 Ms Garutti stressed the importance of students having their own email 
 addresses - and checking them regularly. 

 She also shared the email addresses of the Executive Board: 
 President:  CenterSchoolPTA@gmail.com 



 Vice President:  CenterSchoolPTAVicePresident@gmail.com 
 Treasurer:  CenterSchoolPTATreasurer@gmail.com 
 Secretary:  CenterSchoolPTASecretary@gmail.com 

 Fundraising 
 1/ through the students, via various fundraising activities (run, wrapping 
 paper, etc.) 
 2/ Parent fundraisers - via two main revenue streams:  Pledge Fund  and 
 Auction  ; covers debate club dues, parent education speakers, etc. 
 The goal is always 100% participation - no donation too small or too large. 
 Pledge Fund letter will be sent next week. 
 Auction co-led by parent Sara Bonin; trying to arrange an in-person auction 
 event, after spring’s Curriculum Night. 
 First meeting of the auction committee will be Fri 10/7 after dropoff in the 
 courtyard at 8.40. 
 Email  CenterSchoolAuction@gmail.com 
 In search of new parent co-chairs to take the reins next year. 
 3/ There are also various affiliate marketing efforts that raise some small 
 amount of money each year, including Amazon Smile - families will receive 
 instructions on how to register. 

 Treasurer’s Report 
 Mr. Eldridge shared that we approved a $209K budget at the end of last 
 year - we intend to bring in that amount each year. 
 We’re in good standing, financially, with $276,000 in the bank. 

 A new-business financial topic: 
 Request for lockers: The school has 200 lockers for 254 kids – trying to get 
 lockers for everybody 
 A vote was held to approve expenses up to $20K (might not come in that 
 high, but want the cushion just in case). 
 Mr Eldridge made the motion, seconded by Mr. Weinberger. 
 Ms Garutti declared that the motion had passed. 
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 Discussion of the committees at the school 
 1/  Special Events  : Andy Meyer & Rita Mullaney 
 Parents involved in the arts present at 3 nights 

 ●  Music night 
 ●  Short stories and written works night 
 ●  Classical music performance 

 CSMusicNight@gmail.com 

 2/  Committee for Racial Justice and Equity 
 A discussion of the role of the group, and the various subcommittees: 

 outreach committee, speakers committee 

 3/  Grants committee 
 Dedicated to seeking outside sources of funding, primarily spearheading 
 the school’s annual application for the City Council’s Participatory 
 Budgeting process 

 An alum parent is continuing in the role, but we’re in search of a 5th grade 
 parent to learn the ropes and take the reins. 

 Miscellaneous 
 The meeting ended with a presentation by two current students to inform 
 parents about the Kids for Ukraine initiative, a student-run effort to raise 
 awareness about and money for the war-torn region. To date, the initiative 
 has raised $896. 
 @KidsForUkraine on Twitter and Instagram 
 kidsforukraine243@gmail.com 

 Ms Garutti closed the meeting at 7.35p. 
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